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Ennio, 


AHE manner in which your dender was deli- 

| veredꝰ precluding me from publicly expreſ- 
ting my ſentiments, I embrace the preſent 9 
tumity of eomtnunicating them. 


To expreſs individual Sende when puble 
good was the rule · of your conduct, will afford you 
little ſatisfaction; 5 but it is relief to the obliged, pub- 
| hiely to acknowledge obligations. To you, am I 
indebted for the enjoyments of Liberty=to your 
_ diſcrimination and firmneſs am I beholden for the 
bleſſings of ſocial intercourſe and domeſtic happineſs 
finally, to your judgment am I obliged for every 
thing which can render life defirable. To whom 
| then ean 1 with propriety dedicate the folloping 
pages, but to the men who have given me liberty 
do publiſh them, and who have e me from 
the hands of my enemies. ; 


| Tour verdi& will coalithy every man in the opi- 
aiom that Parliamentary Reform is a legal object of 
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purſuit— and tlrat a Phyſical defence of Trial by "mY 
and the Liberty of the Preſs, when/ocver and by 


whomſoever attacked, is an obligation which they 
owe to themſelves, 1 a 465 which Oe: owe to 


Rifitance to oppreſſion is is the right 2 dit of all. 
men with Britons it is not only a natural, but an ac- 
EkEnowledged Conſtitutional Right—to the exerciſe of 
which they are indebted for Magna Charta and the 
Bill of Rights in fine, to reſiſtance are they in- 
debted for evety thing worth preſerving in the Bri- ; 
tiſn Conſtitution. To the practice of that funda- 
mental duty: ĩs his Macy indebted forthe © crown 
of theſe. realms. | on 


Your verdict, Gentlemen, al convince the 
Pee that, that right remains with them, when- 
ever circumſtances ſhall 225580 them i in the exercife 

of f WY 5 


— 


May this alle truth be. engraven on n every 
verste- und may every arm be raiſed in its defence, 
when the e voice. of ay fall 1 
mand * 1855 


e, ee © >: a 8 

| With reſpect and eſteem, . 
LT Tur obliged, 3 
E n es. 
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As there is 2 probability that many perſons into whoſe 
4 hands the following trial may fall, are unacquainted with 


the circumftances which gave riſe to it, I ſhall briefly ſtate, for 
fats as 1 think neceſſary to elucidate 


their information, ſuch 
, ß TORS 
In conſequence of an application from the Birmingham 
United Correſponding Society, to the Correſponding b 
of London, for inſtructions how they were to 83 Ir 
as to the legality of their aſſociation under the Treaſo 
| Sedition laws * (which had juſt then received the Royal aſſent) 
I was deputed to viſit the ſociety at Birmingham, On the 
Sth of March, 1796, I arrived at Birmingham, and from that 


day to the 16th had frequent opportunities of meeting the 


ſociety, without interruption or interference, on the part of 
On the 16th of March, dining at the Hen and Chickens 


Tavern, the waiter came into the room, and acquainted me _ 
there were ſome perſons wiſhed to ſpeak with me. I followed 


him into the hall, where I found the Rev. Dr. Spencer, a 
Tuflice of Peace +, Mr. Buſby, Headborough, and two troopers. 

he Juftice enquired my name; I informed him; and he 
directly ordered the headborough to take me into cuſtody.— 


I demanded by what authority—He would not or could not 


produce any; but again repeated « take your priſoner.” It 
was in vain 1 proteſted againſt the illegality of my being 
5 without a warrant 3 He, as 12 5 
« I will be accountable for the conſequences.” Finding it 
was fruitleſs to oppoſe Law againſt the Juſtice, I acquieſced, 
and was conducted to priſon. 5 
The next morning early, I was brought before the ſitting 
magiſtrates: here I 'again remonſtrated dn the violation of 


The number of petitions (io the Houſe of Commons) in favor of 
ome meaſures to prevent the growth of Sedition, were 65, and the num 


ber of ſignatures, as ſtated on preſenting; them, were 29,922. In oppo- 
{ation to the bills, there were 94 petitions preſeated, with-131,284 figna- 


| tures, Thus a clear majority of 101, 262 perſons, actually red 


_ againſt the bills paſſing into laws! : 
I He was one of the Juſtices at the time of the riots, 1791. 


{ 


n and 


above all law, ſaid, 


- * 


— 


one 
Tag + Radar i —.— —— 
EE „ > 
vp aw 


vi INTRODUCTION. 


the liberty of the ſubject, which was committed upon me. 
The Dr. ſaid, « You are apprehended, fir, by an order from 
the Secretary of State,” which order he refuſed to ſhew; and 
again ordered me to priſon. On this day I wrote ſome letters 


to my brother, and other friends, which: were, before my face, 


broke open by the jailor, and then by him carried to Juſtice 
Hicks, who ordered them to be carried to Dr. Spencer ; where 


the Doctor ordered them I have never been able to learn; 


but this I aſſure my readers, they were never delivered as 
directed. March 20, Mr. Taylor (the conſtable) this day 


| had promiſed I ſhould have a copy of my warrant ; but lik 


other great men, he is troubled with a bad memory. © 
About one o'clock, three Juſtices of Peace entered the 
priſon, attended by a numerous groupe of government re- 


Porters, alias ſpies, one of whom carried a box of pamphlets 


(which had been ſent down by the London Correſponding Soci- 
ety, but ſeized by the magiſtrates) this they broke open, and 
Is examining the contents, nailed it up, and carried it off x. 

On the 21ſt I received a copy of a warrant, by which [ 
was fold I was apprehended: although it was not ſigned by | 
his Grace of Portland, or the Rector of Aſton , but by Juſ- - 
tice Villers, and him alone, - 5 

I was this day brought, by a private way, to the Public 
Office; the principal entrance being locked, to diſappoint the 
Eurioſity of the public, and prevent the attendance of friends. 
J was there charged, by the magiſtrate, with having attended 
an illegal meeting of more than fifty perſons, and with hav- 
ing uttered diver: ſeditious expreſſions, &c. On the 24th I 
was admitted to bail in the ſum of one thouſand four hundred 
pounds | to ſtand my trial on the above charges. © Exceſſive 
bail ought not to be required, or unuſual puniſhments in- 
Aicted”” —Bill of Rights. After I had given bail, and was 
going to depart, Dr. Spencer (with-his uſual ſhrewdneſs, and 


- knowledge of the law) ſaid, « I hope, Mr. Binns, you will 


take care how you offend again. © Sir (replied I) I ſhall 
always act agreeable to the Ant laws of the land, and it 


remains yet to be proved, whether I have offended againſt 


any ſuch law; and if you do not know, give me leave to 


®* Notwithſtanding * applications perſonally, and by letter, none 
of the contents of that box cies ever returned. Is this the protection 
which the Britiſh Conſtitution affords to perſons and property? 


| + Dr. Spencer. ! | 
f | | ; informa 
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inform you, that the law of this country preſumes every man 
innocent, till found guilty by: the. verdict of a jury, I therefore 
think your obſervation very illtimed and very ;improper.”. _ 
It is neceſſary to remark, that I never underwent any ex- 

amination— nor was any witneſs examined in my preſence, 
as to the words charged, or to, identify my perſon. 
At the Summer Aſſize, 1796, a bill was found by the grand 

jury of the county of Warwick, againſt me, for Sedition &. 
ann. the indictment, the crown removed it, by 

Certiorari, to the court of King's Bench, and I entered into 
bail in the ſum of 1, ocol. to abide the ſentence of the court, 
on the indictment found. | „„ 
Muy reaſon for traverſing was, that I was wholly unac- 
' quainted with the words faid to have been ſpoken, and there- 
fore it was impoſſible to refute the charge. 

At the Lent Aſſizes, 1797, I attended at Warwick, pre- 
pared with. counſel, evidence, and every thing neceſſary to 
defend the cauſe, when it was again poſtponed, in conſequence 
of the non-attendance of a ſufficient number of ſpecial jurors. 

Thus have I, as briefly az poſſible, and without remark, 
laid before you the citcumſtances which have led to, and 
attended this proſecution, from the beginning to the end. 

l determined, from the moment the proſecution commenced, 
that no perſonal conſideration ſhould induce me to deny or 
ſoften any of the words by me delivered—upon that principle 
I have acted, and upon that principle I have been acquitted: 

Upon the trial itſelf, the verdict of the jury is the beſt 
comment which can poſſibly be offered to the public. 

I cannot reſiſt the preſent opportunity of giving it, as my 
decided opinion, that perſecution is only the harbinger of 
victory to the perſecuted—that coercion never produces con- 
Ciliation—and that ultimately truth will triumph over the 
oppoſition of the ignorant, the prejudiced, and the in- 


JOHN BINNS,. 


There was but one bill preferred, though I was abliged, by the 
BIRMINGHAM Juſtices, to find bail on two diltint charges. 2 


& 0D. 
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the liberty of the ſubject, which was committed upon me. 
The Dr. ſaid, « You are apprehended, fir, by an order from 
the Secretary of State,” which order he refuſed to ſhew; and 
again ordered me to priſon. On this day I wrote ſome letters 
to my brother, and other friends, which: were, before my face, 
broke open by the jailor, and then by him carried to Juſtice 
Hicks, who ordered them to be carried to Dr. Spencer ; where 
the Doctor ordered them I have never been able to learn; 
but this I afſure my readers, they were never delivered as 
directed. March 20, Mr. Taylor (the conſtable) this day 
had promiſed I ſhould have a copy of my warrant; but like 
_ 0ther great men, he is troubled with a bad memory. = 
About one o'clock, three Juſtices of Peace entered the 
priſon, attended by a numerous groupe of government re- 
Porters, alias ſpies, one of whom carried a box of pamphlets 
(which had been ſent down by the London Correſponding Soci- 
ety, but ſeized by the magiſtrates) this they broke open, and 
— of examining the contents, nailed it up, and carried it off *. 
On the 21ſt I received a copy of a warrant, by which [ 
was told I was apprehended: although it was not ſigned by 
his Grace of Portland, or the Rector of Aſton t, but by Juſ- 
tice Villers, and him alone, - 3 
I 'was this day brought, by a private way, to the Public 
Office; the principal entrance being locked, to diſappoint the 
gurioſity of the public, and prevent the attendance of friends. 
J was there charged, by the magiſtrate, with having attended 
an illegal meeting of more than fifty perſons, and with, hav- 
ing uttered diver: ſeditious expreſſions, &c. On the 24th I | 
was admitted to bail in the ſum of one thouſand four hundred 
pounds | to ſtand my trial on the above charges. Exceſſive 
bail ought not to be required, or unuſual puniſhments in- 
flicted”” —Bill of Rights. After I had given bail, and was 
going to depart, Dr. Spencer (with-his uſual ſhrewdneſs, and 
knowledge of the law) ſaid, « I hope, Mr. Binns, you will 
take care how you offend again. © Sir (replied I) I ſhall 
always act agreeable to the 4n01dn laws of the land, and it 
remains yet to be proved, whether I have offended againſt 
any ſuch law; and if you do not know, give me leave to 


®* Notwithſtanding ted applications perſonally, and by letter, none 
of the contents of that — wh: returned. Is this the protection 
which the Britiſh Conſtitution affords to perſons and property? 
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inform you, that the law of this country preſumes every man 
innocent, till found guilty by: the. verdict of.agury, I therefore 
think your obſervation very illtimed and very;improper.”. 
It is neceſſary to remark, that I never underwent any ex- 
amination— nor was any witneſs examined in my preſence, 
as to the words charged, or to, identify my perſon. 

At the Summer Aſſize, 1796, a bill was found by the grand 

jury of the county of Warwick, againſt me, for Sedition &. 
I then traverſed the indictment, the crown removed it, by 
Certiorari, to the court of King's Bench, and I entered. into 
bail in the ſum of 1, ocol. to abide thE ſentence of the court, 
on the indictment found. i 6 (35 veg 
My reaſon for traverſing was, that I was wholly unac- 
quainted with the words faid to have been ſpoken, and there- 
fore it was impoſſible to refute the charge. 


At the Lent Aſſizes, 1797, I attended at Warwick, pre- 
pared with. counſel, evidence, and every thing neceſſary to 
defend the cauſe, when it was again poſtponed, in conſequence 
of the non-attendance of a ſufficient number of ſpecial jurors. 
Thus have I, as briefly as poſſible, and without remark, 
laid before you the ciicamſtances which have led to, and 
attended this proſecution, from the beginning to the end. 
I determined, from the moment the profecution commenced, 
that no perſonal conſideration ſhould induce me to deny or 
ſoften any of the words by me delivered—upon that principle 
I have ated, and upon that principle I have been acquitted. 
Upon the trial itſelf, the verdi& of the jury is the beſt 
comment which can poſhbly þe offered to the public. 
I cannot reſiſt the preſent opportunity of giving it, as my 
decided opinion, that perſecution is only the harbinger of 
victory to the perſecuted that coercion never produces con- 
cCiliation—and that ultimately truth will triumph over the 
oppoſition of the ignorant, the prejudiced, and the in- 


tereſted. I OR ape FD. 


: 2 There was but one bill preferred, though I was abliged, by the 
BIRMINGHAM Juſtices, to find bail on two diſtindt charges. 
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> Warwiethite, TIE Jurors for our lord the king, upon 


— 


Ito wit. 


their oath prefent, That Joun BIN xs, late 
of Birmingham, in the county of Warwick, labourer®, being 
a malicious, ſeditious, and ill-diſpoſed perſon, and greatly dii- 
affected to our faid lord the king, and the government and 
conſtitution of this realm as by law eſtabliſhed, on the eleventn 
day of March, in the thirty ſixth year of the reign of our ſaid 
lord the now king, at Birmingham, inthe county of Warwick, 
did wickedly, unlawfully and ſeditiouſly ſpeak, publiſh, utter, 
and declare to and in the preſence and hearing of divers liege 
ſubjects of our ſaid lord the king, then and there aſſembled 
of and concerning our ſaid lord the king, and the government, 
and Conſtitution of this realm as by law eſtabliſhed, and of 

and concerning a Reform in the Commons Houſe of Parliament 
of this realm, and of and concerning Univerſal Suffrage in 
the election of perſons to ſerve in the parliament of this king- 
dom, and of and concerning Annual Parliaments, and the 
means of obtaining the ſame, and alſo of and concerning the 
ſoldiers of our ſaid lord the king, the ſcandalous, malicious, 
and ſeditious words following; (that is to ſay) His majeſty 
(meaning our ſaid lord the king) and his miniſters are well 
convinced that, that (meaning univerſal ſuffrage in the election 
of perſons to ſerve in the parliament of this kingdom and 
annual parliaments) is moſt conducive to the happineſs of the 
people, and have granted it to Corſica, though he (meaning our 


"ſaid Joid the king) has withheld that right from his natural 


ſubjects (meaning the people of this realm); our object is to 
obtain it by every peaceable means in our power; for it 


would be ſhocking to humanity to ſhed the blood of our fellow- 


creatures, but it they (meaning his faid majeſty and his 
miniſters) continue obſtinate, and there ſhould be a time when 
ſorce is neceſſary, to be uſed, I (meaning himſelf the fait 


John Binns) hope that there is not a citizen in the room but 


would ſhed his laſt drop of blood either in the field or on the 
ſcaffold. You are not to think much of your own lives, for 


vou are engaged in the cauſe of poſterity; though the blood 


may flow from the axe down the block, it will ſprinkle the 


earth, and a tree will ariſe that will ſpread its branches to future 
generations. If the ſoldiers (meaning the ſoldiers of our ſaid 


lord the king) are called upon to act againſt you, like the 


National Guards who were called upon to fire on the people 


- 


Meaning ia the Vineyard of Liberty. 
| | in 


” VT 
in che outſet of the Revolution in France, they (meaning the 
ſoldiers of our ſaid lord the king) will not dare to draw the 
trigger, or puſh the bayonet againſt the preſervers of their 
esd and their liberty; with intent to ineite and ſtir up 
the people of this realm to hatred and contempt of the perſon 
of our ſaid lord the king, and of the government and confſtitu- 
tion of this realm as by law eftabliſhed, in contempt of our 
ſaid lord the king) and his laws, to the evil example of all 
others in the like caſe offending, and againft — of our 
faid lord the king, his crown and dignity.' And the jurors 
aforeſaid upon their oaths aforeſaid, do further preſent that the 
faid John Binns, ſo being ſuch perſon as aforeſaid, afterwards 
to wit) on the ſaid eleventh day of March in the thirty-ſixth 
year of the reign of our ſaid lord the now king, at Birmingham 
aforeſaid, in the county of Warwick aforeſaid, did maliciouſly, 
wickedly, unlawfully, and ſeditiouſly ſpeak, publiſh, utter, and 
declare to, and in the preſence and hearing of divers liege 
| ſubjects of our faid lord the king, of and concerning our ſaid 
lord the king, and the government and conſtitution of this 
realm as by law eſtabliſhed, and of and concerning a reform 
of the Commons Houſe, of Parliament of this realm, and of 
and concerning Univerſal Suffrage in the election of perſons 
to ſerve in the parliament of this kingdom, and Annual Par- 
liaments, other the ſcandalous, malicious, and ſeditious words 
following; (that is to ſay) his majeſty (meaning our ſaid lord 
the king) and his miniſters are well convinced that, that 
(meaning univerſal ſuffrage in the election of perſons to ſerve 
in the parliament of this kingdom, and annual parliaments) is 
moſt conducive to the happineſs of the people, and have grant- 
ed it to Corſica, though he (meaning our ſaid lord the king) 
has withheld that right from his natural ſubjects, (meaning 
the people of this realm) with intent to incite and ſtir up the 


people of this realm to hatred and contempt oſ the perſon of 


our ſaid lord the king, and of the government and conſtitution 
of this realm as by law eſtabliſhed, in contempt of our ſaid 
lord the king and his laws, to the evil example of all others 
in the like caſe offending, and againſt the peace of our 
ſaid lord the king, his crown and dignity. And the jurors 
aforeſaid, upon their oaths aforeſaid, do further preſent, that 
the aforeſaid John Binns, ſo being ſuch perſon as aforeſaid, 
afterwards (to wit) on the ſaid eleventh day of March, in the 
ee Sf x aforeſaid, at Birmingham aforeſaid, in the 
county of Warwick aforeſaid, did maliciouſly,-wickedly, un- 

lawfully, and ſeditiouſly ſpeak, publiſh utter, and declare to, a ; 

. m 


( wo ) | 
iu the preſence and kearing of divers liege ſubj ects of our faid 
Lord the king, of and concerning our faid lord the king and 
his miniſters by him intruſted and employed in the adminiſ- 
tration of his government, and of and concerning a reform in 
the parliament of this realm, and the means of obtaining 
the ſame, the ſcandaleus, malicious, and ſeditious words fol- 
Jowing ; (that is to ſay) our object is to obtain it (meaning a 
reform in the parliameat of this kingdom) by every peaceable 
means in our power, for it would be ſhocking to humanity to 
thed the blood of our fellow creatures; but if they (meaning 
his ſaid majeſty's miniſters} continue obſtinate, and there 
ſhould be a time when force is neceſſary to be uſed, I (meaning 
himſelf the ſaid John Binns) hope there is not a citizen in the 
room but would ſhed his laſt drop of þlood, either in the field 
or on the ſcaffold; with intent to incite and ſtir up the people 
of this realm to hatred and contempt of the perſon of our ſaid 
lord the king, and of the government and conſtitution of this 
realm as by law eſtabliſhed, in contempt of our ſaid lord the 
king and his laws, to the evil example of all others in the like 
caſe offending, and againſt the peace of our ſaid lord the king, 
his crown and dignity. And the Jurors aforeſaid, upon their 
oath aforeſaid, do further preſent, that the aforeſaid John 
Binns, ſo being ſuch perſon as aforeſaid, afterwards (to wit) 
on the ſaid eleventh day of March, in the thirty-ſixth year 
aforeſaid, at Birmingham aforeſaid, in the county of Warwick 
aforeſaid, did maliciouſly, wickedly, unlawfully, and ſediti- 
ouſly publiſh, utter, and declare to, and in the preſence and 
hearing of divers liege ſubjects of our ſaid lord the king, of 
and concerning the ſoldiers of our ſaid lord the king, and how, 
ſuch ſoldiers would act if force ſhould be uſed to obtain a 
reform in the parliament of this kingdom, other the ſcandalous, 
malicious and ſeditious words following; (that is to ſay) if 
the ſoldiers (meaning the ſoldiers of our ſaid lord the king) 
were called upon to act againſt you, like the national guards 
who were called upon tp fire on the people in the outſet of 
the Revolution in France, they (meaning the ſaid ſoldiers} 
would not dare to draw the trigger, or puſh the bayonet 
againſt the preſervers of their freedom and their liberty; with 
intent to incite and ſtir up the people of this realm to hatred 
and contempt of the government and conſtitution of this realm 
as by law eſtabliſhed, in contempt of our ſaid lord the king 
and his laws, to the evil example of all others in the like 
caſe offending, and againſt the peace of our ſaid lord the king, 


his crown and dignity, 1 
5 WARWICK 
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Alu it pleaſe your Lordhip—Gentlemen of the Fury, 


. IN the opening of this caſe (of the merits of 
which, no doubt can poſſibly remain in your minds, after 
Hearing the evidence) I do not think it neceſſary to trouble 
you with many obſervations; and indeed if it were not the 
conſtant practice of the courts, in caſes of this nature, I ſhould 
not think it neceſſary to trouble you at all: I ſhall therefore 
content myſelf with briefly ſtating to you, the words, which 

Iwill prove, by the maſl undeniable evidence, to have been 
ſpoken by the 3 leaving it to you, gentlemen of the 
Jury, to conſider and determine, whether they could have 
been uttered with any other intention, than that mentioned 
in the indictment, and which conſtitutes the crime; namely, 
with intent to incite and ſtir up the people (his hearers) to 
hatred and contempt of the perſon of our Lord the King, and 
of the government and conſtitution of this realm, as by law 
eſtabliſhed. _ / Tg ny 1 <P 

In the firſt place, I ſhall point out for your obſervation, a 
few leading facts, proper to be noticed, and which, it can 
be denied, are of a very ſuſpicious complexion. 5 

It was on the 11th of March, 1796, that Mr. Binns, being 
at Birmingham, aſſembled * a conſiderable number of perſons at 

a2 public houſe, and harangued them, for a conſiderable time, 
on the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform: profeſſing himſelf - 
to be a member of the London Correſponding Society, from 

which he had letters of credit - with which he correſponded 

| by which he was delegated—to which he beld himſelf 
accountable for his conduct, and from whoſe inſtructions he 
was not to ſwerve; openly aſſerting that the object of his 
miſſidn was to eſtabliſh, or confirm the eftabliſhment, of a 
{imilar ſociety, to correſpond with the ſociety in London, and 


— . 7 — ́ä. ͤà-)— — Dyer) ar re. = — * 
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1 did not aſſemble them, nor did 1 know three perſons in the whole | 
—___ 0 | 5 ; 


, - 
* 8 „* * 
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to co-operate with that ſociety, for the PRETENDED purpofe 
Ae ©, if ee rho fas e e e 


Thheſe, gentlemen, are facts, which, it muſt be owned, 

wear a mof? fuſpicious face. But I proceed. gentlemen, to 

Rate to you the preciſe words which 1 will prove him to have 

ſpoken, on the teſtimony of witneſſes, whoſe credit cannot 
Pe ts” Tho 77 R 


The words I ſhall firſt notice, and which are contained” in 


” the firſt count of the indiftment, are, & That his majeſty, and 


his miniſters, were well convinced that annual parliaments 
and univerfal ſuffrage, were moſt conducive to the happineſs 
of the people, and had granted it to Corſica, though he had 
refuſed it to his natural ſubjefts 7. 
If, gentlemen, I ſhall prove theſe words, it is impoffible 
you can for a moment. imagine them to have been ſpoken _ 
with any other view than to ſow the ſeeds of diſaffection, and 
incite and ſtir up the people, as mentioned in the indiftment, * 
and which miſchievous effect, they were very well calculated 
WR” oo it on ne ** | 
But, gentlemen, he ſaid further (as I ſhall alſo prove) © that 
it was their object to obtain it by every peaceable means in 
their power ; for that it would be ſhocking to humanity to 
ſhed the blood of our fellow- creatures; but that if the 
(his majeſty and his miniſters) continue obſtinate, and there 
ſhould be a time when force is neceſſary to be uſed, that he 
(John Binns) hoped there was not a citizen in the room but 
would ſhed his laſt drop of blood, either in the field or on the 
ſcaffold. You are not to think much of your own lives (faid 
he) for you are engaged in the caufe of poſterity; and though 
the blood may flo from the axe down the block, it will 
fprinkle the earth, and a tree will ariſe, that will ſpread its 
branches to future generations. 
Theſe are the words, gentlemen, which F take upon me 
to prove. In the firſt place, gentlemen, he aſſerts, that his 


* 


»The meſt unwearied aſſidulty of, ſpies and informers, | have: never 
been able to prove, that the affiliated ſocieties, have any other object in 
view than a Radical Reform in the Houſe of Commons. 


5 | 4 ; WE 4 SHEDS 
+ Theſe are very improbable words to put in the mouth of a man 
who is ſuppoſed to believe that every man is born equally independent, 


and that therefore, NO MAN CAN BB THE NATURAL SUBJECT OF 
ANOTHER, 5 58 : 2 * 4 4 Ja tw ba 0d - 


| majeſty 


D * 3 


3 
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3 


— — 2 


* 


'majeſty is, well convinced that annual parliaments and unt. 


verſal ſuffrage, are moſt conducive to his people's happineſs 3 


that his majeſty well knows what would make his people 
happy, and yet withholds this happineſs from them; implying, 
that his majeſty not only knows, but has the power to make 


his people happy if he would; for, ſays the defendant, he 


has granted theſe privileges to the people of Corſica, though 


be withholds them from his natural ſubjects; and thus charg- 


— 


than ther ſlated, in the ue 


vill proy6s 0n.che onths of typ. ede wingsflen, thas, the 


ing his majeſty with partiality towards his new ſubjects, and 


with injuſtice and oppreſſion to his natural ſubjeQs; the peo 
ple of is. country. | * +4 $43 3.3%; AMS SSIS ut $ . 


7 | 0 HER HY GH en 16341119» 
Fou will indeed. be told, by my;learned, friend, that the de- 
fendant did not ſpeak theſe words, of his majeſty, but that he 


' himſelf. (John Binns) was well. rag that annual parlia- 


ments and uni verſal ſuffrage, were f uk get tg the 


bappineſs of the people; (o far, ſo well 3. but, gentlemen, 
tment ; and if I prove 
r infetenee from them, 


F nog 217 tit: 


words were ſpoken as laid in the 0 
4 „ „% ff v's 3 vey © 4 iow © 3%: a8 7 '# þ : 
this, it is impoſſible to deduce ary oth 
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Mr. Binns, after theſe extraordinary: words, proceeds to ſay 


© that their object was to obtain a Parliamentary Reform, b 


every peaceabſe means in their power; and you will be to] 


| by my learned friend, that be recommended no other than : 
legal and peaceable means. But, gentlemen, if this, were the 


caſe, why talk of force > why talk of a time when force may 


de ne y to be uſed? why talk, of a ſcaffold? of 5 b 
alk o 


flowing from the axe, and ſprinkling the earth? why t 


 facrificing our lives to poſterity? are theſe, gentlemen, ex- 


preſſions of peace? No! the natural, the obvious, the only 


meaning that can be put upon theſe words, is, that peaceable 


means were indeed to be made uſe of, to be tried: but if 


theſe failed of their effect, then, force was to be applied, and 
men were to practiſe the monſtrous doctrine of facrificing their 


lives. in the cauſe of poſterity ; this, gentlemen, is a fal/c> 
Philoſophy. It would indeed be ſhocking to humanity (ſaid he) 
to ſhed the blood of our fellow-creatures ; but if they con- 


tinue obſtinate, and a time ſhould come when force. is ne- 
ceeſſary to be uſed; you are not to think much of your own 


lives, for you are embarked in the cauſe of poſterity ; and I 

hope there is not a citizen in the room, but would ſhed his 

laſt drop of blood either in the field or on the ſcaffold, 
333 . | Peaceable 


„ „ 
Peaceable and legal means were to be firſt tried; but if 
their demands were reſiſted; if their wiſhes were not com- 
plied with; then, it was that every ſine w was to braced; and 
they were not to mind ſhedding: the blood of their fellow- 
creatures, or even to ſeruple ſaeriſioing their own lives, either 
on the ſcaffold or in the fiel. 


Gentlemen, you will not ſuppoſe I am fure that theſe are 
the ſentiments of genuine patriotiſm, in which we are called 
upon to, ſacrifice thoſe, enjoyments and. intereſts in, which our 
- neareſt and deareſt connexions are embarked with us, for the 

chimerical hope of improving the. condition of. poſterity, .. 

I paſs on, geatlemen, to the remaining words in the indict- 

ment; If (ſays he) the foldiers are called upon to act againſt 
you, like the National Guards, who were called upon to fire 
on the people, in the outſet of the Revolution in France, they 
would not dare to draw the trigger,” or puſh the bayonet 
Againſt the prefer vers of their freedom and their liberty. -— 

Is, or is this not, gentlemen, a, groſs libel on the foldiery 

of this country; and can 'y du be ieve that the man, who 
haying boldly held forth the dodrine of the tiecefſity of force; 
thus libellouſly inſinuated, that all reſiſtance would be 'ren- 
dered nugatory, becauſe the ſpirit of the ſoldiery would not 
ſuffer them to act againſt the people, ſtruggling in the cauſe - 
of freedom: can you, I ſay, for a moment ſuppoſe that this 
man ſpoke from honeſt and patriotic motives, or from any 

other than thoſe ſtated in the indictemm ent: 

On this occaſion, it will be impoſſible for my learned friend 

to allege the uſual palliations of ſeditious ſpeeches, namely, 
that they were uttered in the warmth of paſſion,” in the zeal 
of argument, or in conſequence of provocation. They were 
the cool, deliberate, and unprovoked words of a man, who 
had received no injury, and to whom no crime was imputed; 
deliberately ſtanding up, in a public manner, and proceeding 
without hindrance or moleſtation. N — e 
5 This cuſtomary plea, therefore, in palliations of inflamma- 
_ tory expreſſions, gentlemen, cannot apply in the preſent caſe. 


Gentlemen, I would not, in the ſmalleſt degree, exert an 
undue influence over your judgment: if, after hearing the 
evidence which I ſhall adduce, and under all the circumſtan-- 
© ces of the caſe, you can believe that the defendant had no 

other intention than to enlighten the minds of the people, 


* 


. 5 | 
and inltruct ben in the nature of their juſt and legal rights ; 
if you can believe, generally ſpeaking, that his views were 
upright,” whatever might be the doQrines he. propagated (for, 
it is not the nature of the doctrine that you have to conſi- 
der, as my lord will tell you) not whether a/ Reform in Parlia- 
ment be neceſſary or deſirable or not; this is not the queſtion 
you are to determine; but whether he be guilty of the ſedi- 
tious intentions ſtated in the indictment. | 


If you are- of opinion that his bens were bowel and 
patriotic, make him, by all means, every allowance for inad- 


CES Io 


: verteney of expreffion ; nay, fling into the ſcale a few, excuſe 


him if you. can, and however miſtaken he may be in his 
opinions, acquit him; for it would be wrong to athx that as 


honeſt: and laud 


a crime, which would be only an error in judgment. But 
x, on the cont you are of opinion, that inſtead of theſe 
able ü. intentions, he aimed only to inflame the 
minds of the people, and excite them to acts of outrage, and 
to hatred and contempt of his, ene, s perſon and govern- 
ment, and of our happy conſtitution, you cannot, honeſtly 
diſcharge your duty to God and your outs: oor than 


by a firm verdict of conviction. 


Sentlemen, I ſhall not trouble you with ene obſer- 


1 vations at ora but ſhall FRO to call the eyidence, 
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EVIDENCE 
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xy IDENCE FOR THE PROSECUTION. | 
4 os pH Maso Gussr n. 1 | 
[Examined by Mr. Coke. : | 


K Vou live at Birmingham 2A. 14% 


| 2 Was you at Birmingham on the r1th of March, 1796? 
A. I was. 


Do you tecollect going that eie e Swan pubs 
li houſe in Swallow-ſtreet ? A. Perfectly well. 
2 At what hour ?=A, Soon after eight. 


2. Did you find any body there you knew -A. Ves. | 
©. Name them,—A. 1 ſaw Mr. Benjamin Sutton, Mr. 
William Carver, and Mt. Richard Underhilt. 
en you came there what did you do? 
3 enquired of the landlady if Mr. Jones was to lecture 
there ? the replied, No; but that - 
one the witneſs was interrupted by defendant 8 counfel, 
and defired to relate nothin but what Was laid by 
_ br in hearing of the defendant. | 
5 2 elſe did you find there? 

ound Mr, Binns, and a his party. 

win do you mean by a large party? 
25 About fifty or ſixty perſons. 
2. What was Mr. Binns doing ? | 
A. He was ſpeaking—ſaid he was PIO ated by "the 
London Correſponding $ociety—thar delegates Chad beg ſent 
to Portſmouth, and various other parts of the kingdom; I 
underſtood him that he had lately been at Portſmouth—he 
read ſome reſolutions of the * Correſponding So- , 


ciet 
. What did he do afterwards? 
. He read a liſt of rules, laid 4 for his intruſion 
wh the London Correſponding Society. 
2. 0 he read theſs rules r a ee or a written 
per? 
A. I Cannot ay. 
Q: How did he proceed afterwards ? | 
A. He faid he was not to ſwerve from his inſtructions 
complained of the unequal repreſentation of the people—ſaid 
| that e ſent 45 members to partiament, Cornwall as 
B many 


| | * 18 F EO 
many *—that the Corniſh people had obtained thoſe privileges 
2 the ſpirit of reſiſtance, which they had formerly ſhewn to 
eir oppreſſors. 
2. What further did he ay? . . 1 


A. He recommended univerſal ſuffrage and annual parlia- 
ments—lſaid that his majeſty was aware that ſuch were moſt 


conducive to the happineſs of his ſubjects, as he had granted 


it to Corſica, though he withheld thoſe rights from his na- 
- tural ſubjects. 


Q, Before you proceed, tell us whether he named his ma- 


zeſty alone, or whether he added the name of any other pes . 


A. 1 cannot be certain. 

©. What more did he fay? 

A. Begged leave to quote from citizen Thomas Paine +, 
and ſaid, © Suppoſe a man, poſſeſſing a certain property, ſhould 
be entitled to a vote, and that property conſiſted of a mule; 
if the mule die, the man loſes his vote ; ſo that the mule has 


the vote, and not the man:“ by the ſame rule, a man poſ- 


ſeſſing a houſe, which intitled him to a vote, if he was depri- 
ved of the houſe, he loſt his vote; therefore, the man had not 


the vote, but the bricks and mortar—he ſaid, that when Mr. 


Pitt had been applied to, on the ſubject o Parliamentary 
Reform, in time of war, he ſaid the time was improper 3 when 
the ſame application was made in time of, peace, he alſo ſaid 
the time was improper; Mr. Binns obſerved, that when 
Mr. Pitt was in place, the time was improper; and when out 


of place the time was proper +—he recommended them to uſe 
all the peaceable means in their power to obtain their ends, 
for that it was ſhocking to humanity to hint of n the 


blood of their fellow- creatures. | 
©. Did he ſay what their ends were! 0 


5 A. Univerſal ſuffrage, and annual i ES 


® . contains 28,512 male bene * 21 years and up- 
wards; pays annual land tax, 30,8771, 18. 4d. and returns FORTY 
FOUR members to parliament. Middleſex contains 114,723 male inha- 
bitants, of 21 years and upwards ; pays annual land tax, 308, 70l. 138. 
4d. and returns E1GHT members to parliament, - Who will preſume to 
fay that perſons and property are not EQUALLY repreſented in * ? 


+ See Paine's Diſſertation on "firſt Principles of Government. 


14 Although the Britiſh Miniſter, on oath; forgot his exertions in the 
cauſe of Parliamentary Reform; the TOR. have not forgotten KH1S 


apoſtacy. 
9.1 


8 
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2. I wiſh you would ſpeak in the firſt perſon—not the 
effect, but the very words—ſay /—ſo and ſo. = 


[The witneſs, notwithſtanding this intimation being twice 


given, continued to ſpeak in the third perſon. ]. | . 


A. But at the ſame time to be firm and determined—if their 
apponents continued obſtinate VGF 

Counſel. Take the plan I have chalked out, thus —if your 
oppoſers. | | 


IA converſation enſued between Mr. Romilly and the-exa- 
mining counſel, on the impropriety of putting words into the 
_ witnefſes mouth—after ſome time the witneſs was ſuffered to 
proceed.) VVV 2 
If their opponents continued obſtinate, and there ſhould be 
a time when it may be neceſſary to uſe force, he hoped na 
Citizen in the room would heſitate to ſhed the laſt drop of his 
blood, either in the field or on the ſcaffold—he ſaid the lives 
of individuals were of little moment, when engaged in the 
cCuauſe of poſterity—and that had our anceſtors been fearful of 
laying down their lives for the public good, we ſhould not 
have enjoyed many of the privileges which we do at this day. - 
Though the blood might follow the axe, and ſtream down 
the block, it would ſprinkle the earth, and a tree would arile, 
whoſe branches would extend to future generations. —He 
ſpoke of the ſoldiers, and ſaid, that though they were ſhut up 
in barracks, and deprived of the means of converſing with 
their fellow-citizens, they were alive to the ſame feelings— 
that whether a man wore a brown coat, a black one, or ared 
one, his feelings were the ſame—and if they (meaning the 
ſoldiers) were called upon to fire on the people, like the ſol- 
diers that were ordered to fire upon the people in the onſet 
of the French Revolution, they would not dare to draw the 
trigger or puſh the bayonet againſt the preſervers of. their 
freedom and their liberty. |  —- EF 
Q. What elſe did he ſay? 
A. He complained of the introduction of foreign troops 
into the kingdom; but I do not recollect much what he ſaid 
concerning. them. | | | ; : 
_ 2, Did he call the French ſoldiers by any particular name? |, 
A. I do not recollet, „„ 
2: Where did you go to when you left the Swan? 
A. To the Bell, in Suffolk-ſtreet, to find Mr. Jones. | 
{Here the witneſs was again defired to relate nothing but 
what paſſed in preſence of the defendant. ] a Hi 
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| [Croſs-examined by Mr, RoutLLY.] 


Q. What i is your eroſions lama thread-maker. 
Are you a perſon who are much in the habit of reading? 
A. I do read, but not much. 


UE. Have you ever been in the habit of attending public | 
meetings of any kind ?—A. No. | 


L Have you been in the habit of exerciſing. your me- 
mory much ?—A. I have a pretty good memory. 


Q. How many times did you peruſe this ſpeech before-you ; 


got it by heart? 
A. Ihavenever learnt i it by heart, I ſpeak from recolleQon, 
. Did you take any notes ? —A. Yes. 


C How long was it after the meeting when you made 
your notes? 


A. About three or four days; as as ſoon as I fayrid my at- 


my e would be neceſlary. 
ou fay it was about three: or four dajs—do you mean 


_ to Bk with accuracy ? 


A. Yes; it was about three days. I was ſent for « on Sa» 


ene ; I think the meeting was on Friday, I ſaw Mr. 


cks, when he came and diſperſed the meeting where Mr. 


— 


Jones was. Mr. Hicks called on me on the morning of the 


Tath, the very next day, and I went on the ſame e to 
the Public Office. 
. What did you do at the Public Office? | 
A. Mr. Hicks defired I would relate what I had heard. 
2. Was it taken down ? 


A. Ves; it was taken down in the forenoon, before dioner, 


. 2. Why did you make notes ?—A. I thought i * neceſſary. 
D. Have you the notes about you? 


A. No; they are at home in my deſk, =» 
NQ. Were you at the laſt aflize?—A, I was. 
Did you bring theſe notes with wy then?—A. No. 
Pray tell me, why you did not them? 
TL. I did not think they would be — a | 
Q. What was your object in taking notes! 
A. To refreſh my memory. 


RK T hen you are now ſpeaking from the notes you «mace 
n 


ot from recolleQion ? 
A. I ſpeak from both. 


2 * 


t © 

Q. How many times did you ever read your woe ? | 

A. But once ſince the laſt aſſizae. . 

Q. Do you mean the court ſhould underſtand, the ſpeech 

| was delivered in the exact order arg have given, "ie? TR EI 
A. Not exactly in the ſame order. . 
Q Did the parts immediately follow each other ER”) No. 
Was mention made of the block before the pra | 

A. No: 1 think it was after. * 

A. Were there any other parts of the ſpeech delivered_ .in 
different order from what you have at ve ; , 
HA. There probably might. Bobs 

Q. Was the nr. Wee be 1 think it was. 
+ Q But you have already told us the end was not? | 
A. 1 think he concluded with the blood ſprinkling the earth. 
8 What proj ortion of his whole ſpeech have you given us ? 


I cannot tell. 


2 Ds you think it is half A. It is OP jo fay. * 
£ ou ſuppoſe it to be one fourth? 
* Þ Real L cannot ſay, 
Q. I think 1 need not aſk you whether you e en or 
hoſtile to the doctrines which you heard? 
A. Very hoſtile. 

. I take it for granted, if, in the court of Me: Binns's 
ſpee =, he had faid any thing more improper than you have 
hated, it muſt have made a very ſtrong impreſſion on you? 

” Xi certainly would, 
Qi. You'have told us of ſome reſolutions of the London 
| Correſponding Society were they read? _ 
A. They wete. 
Qi. Did you not fay there were reſolutions of the Portſ. 
'mouth ye AM 
; 4 Ves “. 


7 More than fi ty. 


Q. Woas it a large room. —A. It was not ver * 
2. Have you been in the room fince 4. dr 


® Until Gueſt had given his de ile, I never heard of, or ſaw, nor 


have I ſince ſeen any reſolutions of the Fortimouth ſocie though 1 have 
| the honor to be a member. 9 wg 
„ 


(229) 
| Q Have you ever heard of the room having been mea- 
ſured, to try 1 it would hold fifty perſons ? f. No. | 


Q. Are you not a member of the Buck's lodge ?—, I am. 


Q. Pray did you ever there declare that you did not make 
minutes till eight or nine days after your depoſition? 
A. I do not recollect that I ever dict. 


Q. Who were preſent at the meetin that you know? 
A. There was a Mr. Dixon, of Dig 5 i 
Q. Whoelſe? | 
A. The two conſtables, Mr. Taylor and Mr. Atkin—and 

Mr. Wooldridge, keeper of the priſon. 

Q. Were they before the magiſtrate A. Yes, they were. 


Q. Was their examination taken down? A. I do not know. 
Q. Do you remember Mr. Atkins 1 Jour 1 


when you were giving your depoſition 3 
A. No: I do not. 


Q. You was before the grand jury of courſe. Pry 
was Mr. Atkins examined ? py 
A. I do not know; I was examined ſeparately. 
Q. Do not you know that he was here on this very buſi- | 
neſs the laſt at zes? 
A. I know he was here, put 1 do not know what was his 
buſineſs. 
Q. In the courſe of this long ſpeech which. you have 5 
us, did Mr. Binns recommend peaceable conduct? 
A. Ves. 
Q. Once only, or more 4 Only once. 
Do you fecollect any thing more? _ 
A. He faid ſomething about the London Correſponding 
Society eftabliſhing a pamphlet, or On to n their 
roceedings as public as oſſible. | 
0 Q. What me? . 
A. He ſaid it was not bis wit | to e the quindi, 
ut to confirm it. 
Q. How did this buſineſs end? 
A. When Mr. Binns had done peaking, + the + meeting 
broke up. | 05 
Q. Did every body go away peaceably ? 16; 5 . 
A. There was a ſong in praiſe of citizen Erſkine, and trial 


"o Was has no diſturbanec of any kind ? 5 
4. No; all Was quiet. 


Q. 1 


EP - . 
0 I do not mean at the concluſion only; but at pad 


ns time? 
555 I faw no diſturbance. 


Haye you, as nearly as pam Rated the end words = 
5 have. | 


: TOE: | dbu. Corn. ee of! 
Q. You made your notes on the Monty following the 


_—_ gh 
es. — 


Q. And was examined « on the Saturday 24. I was. 

Q Tou ſaw the two conſtables at the * ed, Yes, 
Q. Did they ſtay the whole time ? 
A. No; I ſaw them go in and out. 


1 = the concluſion of the meeting was another appalated? | 
| We | 


” 


fy 


Benjamin SUTTON, ſworn. 
' [Examined by Mr. BaLcuY.] 


. Do you remember being at the Swan public houſe, on 
the 11th of March, 1796 


A. Perfectly well. 
Q. What * did you go? 
A. Betwixt the hours of ſeven and eight. | 
Q. Did you go alone, or in company ? 55 
A. Iwent with Mr. Gueſt, Mr. Carver, and Mr. nderbll 
Q. Has any thing happened to Mr. Carver Fes 
A. He has been very unwell. _ 1 80 . 
Q. Did you ſee Mr. Binns? KO IEG 
A. He came in ſome time 4 285 TV 
2. Was he in a room in that houſe? _ 
A. He was—in company with other perſons... | 
Q. Who were thoſe other .perſons? 5 
A. Cannot ſay they were ſitting round two . tables, 
Q. How many in number? 
4. Cannot judge of their number many camein afterwards. 


% < 


= x 


a % 
{Nv 5 {oo 


® The witneſs Gueſt ds fed, that he FOUND ME, and 2 3 * 

10 THE ROOM. One of theſe witneſſes mult be ne | 

v9 harſher 9 : 
2 b. | 


0 


* : K 24 . . 
Q. . Ds ou: remember Mr. Binns beginning io th diſcurke ? 
| TED 

2 How many were there in the room ü. ce tell 


©. How many do you think at the feweſt ? 
A. More than ſixty I am convinced. n a 


Q. Tell us, as nearly. as you can, what he Fr 10 | 

A. He faid he was delegated by the London Corebending 
Society, to form ſocieties in Fe. country, to correſpend with 
that in London the mode of correſpondence he ſhould point 
out to a committee — that letters had been often intercepted 
and opened, which prevented a Cloſe. co· operation, ; fre 

ent intercourſe between the country ſocieties, and that in 

pore the ſociety had furniſhed him with, a; fet, of 
inſtructions, from Wig he was in no wiſe to de 915 3 for if he 
were, the ſociety vould not 12 accountable oy conduct 
that as men differ reſpeCting the forms of goyernment, 
their object was to be obtained by Every en e and 1 
means. | 

Q. What obj ect? + is 

A. Univerſal ſuffrage and animal TS ron 028 

2. I am deſired to aſe you, vhether yow are ſeating from 
what he ſaid, or from his inſtructions? 

A. It was in eonſequenee of his inftruions,” ng 


Q. Proceed. 
A. He ſaid that his majeſty and bis miniſters were aware 
that it was not znconſtent with che happineſs of his people, 


as he had granted it to Carles, though he had N it to 
his natural ſubjects. „ 5 


Mr, Fu ice Aſhburſt.. What: do Jou 8 was not 
inconſi t with the happineſs; of his people? 

A. Annual parliaments, and univerſal. luſfrage, my lord, 

Mr. Juſtice Afbhurſt. Proceed. 

In the courſe of his ſpeech, he inveighed: agtinft the Intro 
duction of foreign troops, it having been the cuſtom of men, 
who were about to undermine the conſtitution, to do it by 
means of mercenaries— Foreigners could not be ſuppoſed to 
have the ſame intereſt in the welfare of a country, as a native 
Anand Whether a man wore a red coat of a black one, he 
ſill bad, among the people, his deareſt connexions Upon 
this principle it was, that the ſoldiers of France refuſed to puſh 
the bayonet or draw the trigger, againſt the people —on this 
account he reprobated * conduct of * ſoldiers in nt | 

: racks 


NR Þ 

racks—he read from ſome pamphlet *, which he ſaid rio dne 
had dared to contradict, that a majority of the Houſe of Com= 
mons was nominally returned by about 5000 perſons - but 
actually by a much leſs number; I think he ſaid about 150— 
faid that Cornwall returned as many members as Scotland 
a privilege which they obtained by the ſpirit of reſiſtance 
they had ſhewn to their invaders —Charters, he ſaid; were 
oppreſſive, inaſmuch, as they deprived one ſet of propre of 
| ihe rights to give them to another. 

Q Bia he ſay any des of the mearis by which a change 

was = be brought about ? 

A. | underſtood i it was to be brought about by ponds 
means: 

Q. Did he ſay any thing aboüt poſterity ? ee 7 | 
A. He ſaid it was a duty we owed to poſterity ; but 1 
cannot charge my memory with particulars. 

Q. Did you not ſay he ſpoke of the ſoldiers of F. rance 2 
A. I underſfodd it of them. | 
Q. Did he diſtinguiſh them by any particular name ? 

A, I think he called them National Gu rds. 

2. National guards do you ſay?:— 4. Ves. 

J. What did he ſay about the ſoldiery of this country! Y 

A. That they would not puſh the bayonet or draw the 

trigger againſt the people but I am not certain of theſe points. 

Q. Did he 0 any thing about barracks? —4. 1 he did. 


8 Surrot, | 
tc. examined by Mr. READ ER.) 


Q. What trade are you, Mr. Sutton ?—A. A bürger. 

Q. Did not you fay that Mr. Carver, and Mr. Underhill, 
. anied you to the meeting ?—4. Ves. 

id you ſay that Mr. Carver had been very unwell? | 

7 Y es 5. 4 has been deranged in his mind. 

2. What is become of Mr. Underhill? © 

A. He is now at Birmingham I faw him a few days ago. 

"OI; Have To deen! in the habit of e d many 
much? 


* The pamphlet alluded to, was the petition of the Friends of the People, 
to the Houſe of Commons, in which they declare, and offer to prove on 
_ vath, that 162 peers and commoners, aſſiſted by the treaſury, return 306 
out of the 513 Englith members, who have eats in that hbuſe. The 
Houſe not chooſing to go into the — the petition was entered on the 


Journals, where it now eis. b 
GC: 4 Never 


ay 
4. Never—except a en. ſociety, there was fome.tims 
ago at Birmingham. 
you exerciſe your memory much? A. Not much. 
Q. Do you go to church ?—4. Sometimes. 
Q. Do you tecollect as much of any diſeourſe you hive 
* heard at church, as you do of this leech of Mr. Bmas s? 
A. Cannot fay I do. | 
: 9 Did you and the laſt witneſs ſtand together? ? 
, I think we did. | 
Q. What you heard it is moſt likely he heard alſo —4 Yes, 


of And what he heard you muſt have heard alfo ? 
A. Certainly. 
Q. Pray what: ſize was the room? 
A. It was a ſmall room. ky tf ay 
Q. A ſmall room, do you ſay? | VF 
A. It was not a very large one. 
Q. Was it large enough to containafifty: ns 4 Ves. 
* Fre! it contain ſixty perſons ?—Yes, or more. 
Pray how many. would it contain ou N it was a 
ea room ?—A, C: annot ſay exactly. tet? | 
Q. Were the company ſitting or ſtanding ? __ 
A. When we went the 7 were ſtanding.. . 
9 Did the majority ſit or ſtand debe? 
J. The majority were ſtanding. 
O. Was the room as full as it would hold? 
| - Tt might have held more—but it was thronged. 
Q. Mr. Gueſt was with you the whole time ?!—A4. He was. 
Q. You had each of you, therefore, the ae n 
of hearing: J. To be ſure. | 
2. Yqu have repeated all that you heard! ? 
A. All that I recollet. _ 
Q. If any thing elſe had been faid more material or as ma- | 
terial, it muſt have ſtruck you! 
A. I did not go there for the purpoſe of giving information. | 
Qi. You did.not go there for the purpoſe of giving infor- 
e take it for granted you did not go with any great 
friendſhip for Mr. Binns, or for the doctrines you rp he 
would deliver ? 
A. Thad no perſonal enmity to Mr. Binns. 
But to his political opinions you were rather hoſtile? 
I muſt own I was. 
- Do you know whether there was a ſociety meeting at 
Birmingham before Mr. Binns came? . Fo 


(I 
| of. I never heard till then that there had been a meeting. 
Q. Pray, fir, did you take any notes in writing? — 4. 1 did. 
2. How long was it aſter the meeting before you made any 
notes in writing? | 
A. As ſoon as I knew it was likely I might be called upon. 
. How long was it? A. Cannot exactly tell, _ 
. Be ſo good as to (peak to the beſt of your recolleRion ? | 
A. 1 really cannot tell. 
Was it a month afterwards 4. It was not 2 month. | 
Q. And you had not till then taken 7 notes? 
+a Not till then. 

Q. I underſtand you it was nearly a month before you 
made your notes. Now are you certain, at this diſtance of 
time, that he made uſe of the words, his age 11 his 
miniſters Pe A. Es, I am ; | 

Q. Did he not ſay his "majoſt e 

A. To the beſt of my N he ſaid his majeſty and 
his miniſters. 

Q. Mr. Sutton, I am not attacking your reputation; but 
do you mean to ſwear that he ſaid his majeſty and his miniſters? 

A. To the beſt of my recollection he ſaid ſo. 

Q. You wont, therefore, take upon ag 00 ſwear f that he 
did not confine it to his one alone? 16. 0 

A. I cannot fwear that. 

Q. You have ſpoken of a e pray do mw bow 
whether it was one pebliſied by the F rien of the Tpajio? 

\. 0G Cuanat ar. 


(Mr. nab) nn 8 


'You fay it might be a month after the meeting when you 
made your notes ?—4, Not a month. | 

Q. You have ſaid that you were in a ſituation where you 
eould hear the very words ?—4, I was, 

Q. Though you have given us all you know to the beſt 
of your recollection, you do not mean to ſay, that another 
"Wm not reeller more —4. No; i certainly not, 


15 Here the Evidinte for the Proſecution cliſed. 
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A Tord, and Gentlemen of the Fur, 


1 


Sy, Saws In is cafe you will obſerve, that the eyidence 
which you have heard have not only varied as to the words 
contained in all the counts of the indictment, but materially 
from each other. In the firſt place, the defendant is charg- 
ed in the indictment with having ſaid, « that his majeſty and 
his miniſters are well convinced that annual parliaments and 
univerſal ſuffrage are moſt conducive to the happineſs of his 
people, and have granted it to Corſica, though he has with- 
eld that right from his natural ſubjects. Two witneſſes 
have been called to prove theſe words In the firſt place, 
Mr. Gueſt ſays, that the words ſpoken were, that his ma- 
jeſty was aware (not coupling the name of any other perſon 
with that of his majeſty, although his majeſty and his miniſ- 
ters, are the words laid in the indictment) that ſuch was moſt 
conducive to the happineſs of his ſubjects; this is very 
different from what is ſtated in the indictment: but the evi- 
dence of the other witneſs, Mr. Sutton, is totally different; 
for inſtead of ſaying that it is moſt conducive to the happi- 
neſs of his people, he ſays, it is not inconſiſient with the hap- 
pineſs of his people. Now there is a great difference be- 
tween theſe expreſſions; for there is certainly no crime in 
withholding from his people, that which is not inconſiſtent 
with their happineſs; for though it be not inconſiſtent, it 
may not be abſolutely neceſſary for their happineſs. And 
there certainly is a moſt material difference in not 1 
that which is neceſſary; from withholding that which is not 
inconſiſtent. Thus you obſerve, gentlemen, that neither of 
the witneſſes ſwear to the words in the indictment; and both 
. materially contradict each other: theſe words contained in 
the ſecond count of the indictment, therefore, are not proved. 
I proceed, gentlemen, to notice the words contained in the 
third unt. Our object is to obtain it by every peaccable 
means in our power, for it would be ſhocking to humanity 
to ſhed the blood of our fellow creatures; but if they con- 
tinue obſtinate, and there ſhould be a time when force is ne- 


ceſlary 


( 29 ) 
reſſary to be uſed, I hope there is not a citizen in the room 
but would ſhed his laſt drop of blood, either in the field or on 
Gentlemen, only one of the witneſſes attempts to prove 
theſe words, it is Mr. Gueſt, and he ſays, that the words 
were, if their opponents continued obſtinate, and ſo forth; 
thefe, gentlemen, are the very words. The witneſs fays, he 
recommended them to uſe all the peaceable means in their 
power ;. but if their opponents, continued obſtinate and there 
ſhould be a time when force is neceſſary to be uſed, and fo fortg. 


I think, gentlemen, I need not tell you, that theſe words 
are very different from thoſe ſtated in the indictment, and 
will bear a very different meaning. You will be told, per- 
haps, by my learned friend, that they are the ſame in effect; 
but this is not to the purpoſe. You, eee are only to 
judge of the words, and not what effect they might poſſiblß 
produce; ſurely it is hardly neceſſary to ſay this, at this 
time of day. Their opponents might not mean his majeſty 
and his miniſters- Ait might mean any other opponents to 
legal and conſtitutional meaſures : and with reſpect to what is 
contained additional in the firſt count, it can only be conſi- 
dered as forming part of an abſtract propoſition, which ean 
have no particular application to the preſent caſe. The exact 
words of the witneſs are, that had our anceſtors been fearful 
of laying down their lives for the public good, we ſhould 
not have enjoyed many of the privileges we do at this day. 
% Though the blood might follow the axe, and ſtream down 
the block,'it would ſprinkle the earth, and a tree would ariſe 
whoſe branches would extend to future generations. Vou 
ſee, gentlemen, that in this connexion the words contained 
_ excluſively in the firſt count of the inditment, only form a 
part of an abſtract propoſition, which has no immediate re- 
ference to any particular caſe; and therefore, gentlemen, 
from theſe conſiderations, I take upon me to ſay, that the 

charge contained in the third count of the indictment alſo is 
not proved, {+ 1 a | 


I now come, gentlemen, to the fourth and laſt count; 
the words here are“ If the ſoldiers were called upon to 
alt againſt you, like the national guards, who were called 
upon to fire on the people in the outſet of the revolution in 
France, they would not dare to draw the trigger, or puſh 
Fl bayonet againſt the preſeryers of their freedom'and their 

KOT IE or 2 5 | 

; The 


„„ 
The words of the firſt witneſs are —if they (the ſoldiers) 
were called upon to Fre on the people, like the ſoldiers that 
were ordered to fire upon the people in the onſet of the 
French Revolution, they would not dare to draw the trigger, 
and fo fortn. | EI, on 
Here we have three variations —onſet inſtead of outet; ſol- 
diers inftead of national guards; and fire upon inſtead of 
act againſt. Now there is a great deal of difference in 
theſe terms, and they can never be uſed with any propriety 
the one fot the other: the national guards of France were 
very different from the ſoldiery, and were a kind of national 
militia, created for the purpoſe of ſupporting the Revolu- 
tion: no ſoldiery, bearing ſuch a name, had any exiſtence 
in France before the revolution, Onſet means an attack, 
an aflault; and had this word been uſed in the indictment, 
it muſt have been accompanied with an inuendo, which we 
do not find there. You will therefore obſerve, gentlemen, 
that the evidence of this witneſs is by no means concluſive. _ 
Mr, Sutton, the ſecond. witneſs, has proved nothing. at 
all, except that he made uſe of the words © national guards; 
ſtating that ſomething had paſſed in France, without any al- 
luſion to any thing in this country:; though my learned 
friend put that queſtion to him, which the witneſs eould not 
anſwer. I ſubmit it to your Lordſhip ; after the crown evi- 
dence have thus varied from each other, and both of them 
from the indictment, whether there is evidence ſufficient to 
refer this caſe to the gentlemen of the jury, . 
Ar. Fuftice Ahbbur/t. I ſhould be glad to hear what the 
counſel for the proſecution have to ſtate in reply. i 


4 
1 * 
* — 
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MR. PERCIVAL, 
. Lord, and Gentlemen of 1 * Sick” 


DES My learned friend has been endeavouring to 

-eftabliſh à mode of proof, which would malte it abſolutely 

 Impoſlible ever to obtain eonviction That if there be tho 
flighteſt error in recollection, the ſmalleſt ſlip, the moſt trivial 

varigtion in words, it ſhall not amount to a legal eee 

4 entlemes 


( 30 I 
vwentlemen, it is not neceſſary, as my learned friend weell 
knows, to prove every word; it is ſufficient if enough be 
proved to enable the Jury. to form a judgment, as to the guilt 
or innocence. of the defendant z and upon this ground L am 
ready to meet my learned friend. 

And in the firſt place, with reſpect to the matter contained 
in the ſecond eount:—the firſt ching to be noticed is the 
witneſs's leaving out the word min:/ters, omitting to ſpeak 
diſtinctly of his majeſty and his miniſters, and ſaying it was 
his majeſty alone :—the- next variation is, aware; inſtead 
of being well convinced. Gentlemen, you will obſerve that 

what is defective in one witneſs, is ſupplied by the other; 
and this ought to'be ſatis factory, even were the variations more 
material. Can it be doubted that the words aware,. and well 
convinced, in this .connexion, mean exactly the lame thing. 
Again; the people, and his ſuljecis, are words. importing 
exactly the ſame thing in this connexion, Phe fame argu- 
ment will apply to the expreſions, mo? conducive, and af 
| inconſiſtent; the difference is not material. 

With reſpect to the third count, the only queſtion is 3 
their opponents, which are the words uſed by the witneſs, mean 
his majeſty and his miniſters - my learned friend here ſpeaks 
with great confidence, and ſays, they may ſignify, any other 
opponents to legal and conſtitutional meaſutes; but in this 
connexion it is impoſſible to put any ſuch conſtruction upon 
them, and if they mean any thing at all, they muſt mean his 
majeſty and his miniſters :—You will obſerve, gentlemen, the 

witneſs has ſworn that the defendant ſpoke. ofa reform in 
parliament, of univerfal ſuffrage, and annual parliaments, as 
the baſis of this reform; that his majeſty. was aware that ſuch 
was moſt conducive to the happineſs of his ſubjects, and that 
all peaceable means were to be made uſe of to obtain this end; 
but if they continue obſtinate who? who continue obſtinate? 
can it mean any thing: ele than his majeſty and his miniſters? 
Jam ſure, gentlemen, I need fay no more: and do not ſeruple 


10 affirm, that this count (the third) i is erb 1 
both in ſubſtance and import. 


I come now to the fourth count 1 the foldiers were 
called upon to act againſt you, and ſo forth. Here the only 
variation is that the word ſoldiers is uſed by the witneſs, 
inſtead of national guards; —and the | hraſe, fire upon, is 
uſed inſtead of act againſt them. ls it poſſible, Fe enen, 
your can attach any weight to objections made on ſuch grounds. 

A great 


5 1 
A great deal has been ſaid by my learned friend, to prove 
that national guards are very different from ſoldiers, and 
that onſet is a different word from outſet; — you will obſerve; 
gentlemen, that the firſt witnefs uſed the word ſoldiers; but 
Mr. Sutton, the other witneſs; thinks the words were national 
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My Lord; and Gentlemen. of the Ju, ö 


ot I snarr take up little of your time in anſwera 
ing the objections of my learned friend. He has ſhewn 
you what dangerous conſequences would follow if proſecua 
tors were to be bound up too ſtrictly to truth. I am ſure 
there have been cauſes enow of this nature of late, and cer> 
tain it is, there never has been acauſe of this kind come before 
the courts, wherein this objection has not been urged: : - 
Tt has been ſtated to you, gentlemen, that in the-variations 
which I pointed out to your notice, molt of the words are 
nearly ſynonimous. My learned friend well knows, that if 
this man ſhould have the hard fortune to be convicted, which 
I hope and believe he will not, the Court of King's Bench 
would be called upon to inflict the ſevereſt puniſhment which 
the laws have put in its power: and your Lordſhip, ſitting 
in the Court of King's Bench, well knows, that you would 
be told, in expreſs terms, that this man had the impudence to 
fay ſo and ſo. Your Lordſhip would not be called upon to 
paſs ſentence according to the evidence which had been ad- 
duced, but according to the words which are to be found 
on the records of that court (in the preſent cauſe) it being 
prefumed that the words on the record, and theſe only, were 
or could be the words which the defendant could be found 

guilty of having uttered; and theſe words would be tung 
in your Lordſhip's ear, as the moſt daring and inflammatory 
which could poſſibly have been delivered. Vou have been 
told that opponents in this caſe means exactly the ſame thing 
as the king and his miniſters, and it will be ſaid, in enpreis 
| ns terms; 


18+ 3 | 
terms, that he hoped there was not à citizen in the room but 
would be willing to ſhed his laſt drop of blood in reſiſting the 
attempts of the king and his miniſtets. But will any perſon ſay 
that the words, their opponents,“ muſt neceſſarily mean the 
king and his miniſters ? or can any perſon of common ſenſe 
for ⁊ moment believe that it can poſſibly mean them; 
The next variation is with reſpect to the words abr and 
people. In this place the word may be applied as an abſtract 
term to people in general; and may alſo be applied, with 
equal propriety, to the people of any other country, as to the 
people of England. 1 VV 
With reſpect to the fourth count, I beg leave to repeat the 
words of the firſt witneſs, and as to the ſecond, he does not 
attempt to prove any thing: The words of the fuſt are that 
whether a man wore a brown coat, a black one, or a red one, 


„% „CC K CT 


il JE or can they poſſibly be tortured to mean 


fore is ht ſoldiets, but ® whether a man weats & black (coat, 
4 brown coat, or 4 red one.“ They is à relative term "which 


he wo 
moſt obe 


proved; but 1 contend that neither DITance ot import 
of the words habe been 8 and nothing can be more 
ſt 


4 & * 
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gt gagw: 2n2bivg 4 eee enen 
Mr. Juſt e Alhburſt conceiving that the counlel. wiſhed 
to.reſt the-merits, of the caſe on what had already been ad- 
een en e addreſs the jury, when he was 
interrpte by 1a b AD A: iii bw ads 2d e 
Ar. Ramlly. If your Lordſhip thinks there ia any thing 
for the Jury ito decide, I mean to addreis tem- f r N 


2 
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ö F 
WE =# {2 


9 132 g 


r. Juice As bur. I ſhall certainly refer it to the Jury: 


By the late act of parliament, they are the judges of 
meaning as well as the fact. or ad at” 


Ot Tn Oey 

Mr. Romilly. My Lord; I ſubmit it to your Lordſhip with, 
1 deference, that, that act of parliament relates only to 
bels. Libel, is the word every where made uſe of. 
« 2 Apphurft. This is a libteeeen. 
Mr. Romilly. No, my lord, this is an indictment for words 
charged to have been ſpoken, Which is a material difference. 
Mr. "i Make your ſpeech, I ſhall then addreſs 


the Jury. | 8 

„ Wer milly. Yor Lordſhip then thinks there is no force 
r 29 208 a goon yay 
M. Fuftice Aſbhurſt. If the words proved are the ſame in 

meaning, though not the preciſe words charged, the jury 
ee bse 
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USED 71 TOAST: 395 nene 2; Iris 1 ne 
. Ir this cauſe were to be decided by party ſpirit, 
or prejudice, it would be to little purpoſe to ſet up any de: 


ſpirit, and as much as in your power lies, diveſt yourſelves of 


4 fendant ; and I have no doubt but your deciſion vill be what 
| it ought to be: and when I conſider upon what flimſy teſti- 


eee. 


cannot honeſtly diſcharge your. duty before God, and. yo 
country, utileſs you. Roca verdict for the defendant. 8 


' 


_ paſ- 
to the evidence. 
trines to be found in the indictment; is any Ar- genuine 
patriotiſm. Mr. Binns nas not inſtructed me to defend thoſe 


doctrines. What I am to prove, and what I hope to prove 
3 | N N before 


„ e 55 
before I have done is, that neither the words, nor the ſub. 
ſtance of what is ſtated in the indictment, were ſpoken by the 
defendant, in the manner, or with the intention there ſtated. 
Tou might obſerve, gentlemen, that 1 did not preſs the 
witneſs * much in my croſs- examination; but I think I can 
prove that he has not ſpoken the truth, but that he is per- 
Jured; and this I can prove from his own evidence alone. 
He has repeated to you what he heard in the courſe of a 


very long ſpeech: and he does not pretend to deny. that there : 


af 


are frequent chaſms, that he gives you ony detached parts: 
he does not undertake to prove that they followed. one ano- 
ther, or that they were ſpoken in the ſame order, When I 
. aſked him whether he had learnt what he had to ſay by heart, 
my object was to know whether he had been inſtructed, or 
had ſpoken from recollection. I ſhould have been extremely 
glad to have ſeen his notes; for it is plain that the contents 
of the paper that has been put into his hands, conſtitutes his 
evidence, and not what he recollects. It appears he has 
been extremely careful to preſerve his notes, but has not 
brought them on the only material occaſion; and you ſee, 
gentlemen, that this was not done accidentally, but on pur- 
poſe, for he told us that he did not bring them to the /a/? 
aſſize. So that you perceive, gentlemen, bs invariably leaves 
his notes at home, whenever there is a probability of the ir 
%% TTT CR 
I ſhalt. prove, gentlemen, that he is perjured, and that he 
ſpeaks from the paper, and not from his tecollection. There 
is à material proof of this in miſtaking the word onſet for 
outſet; it is impoſſible, gentlemen, for a man to have fallen 


into this miſtake, but in conſequence of learning by heart: 


and in reading or recollecting what he had read, it is ver 

_ eaſy for him to miſtake the word onſet for outſet, or outſet 
for onſet. He now ſwears poſitively, that the word was onſet; 
and this is demonſtration to my learned friend; but 1 
aſk. how came the word outſet into the indictment, which 
was evidently drawn from the teſtimany of this witneſs. 
Mr. Fuftice Aſbburft, Is it onſet in the inditment? 

No my Lord, outſet, 151 | 
I ſhall ſay ſometbing on the learned judge's having left | 

to you. to decide, 8 the wo 8 ſubſtance the 
fame ; but I ſhall. not do it at this moment. 
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There are only two witneſſes which are produced on: the 
part of the proſecution. Mr. Underhill was preſent, but he. 
is not called: and there can be no other reaſon hy he is 
net called, but that he would have diſproved what the others 
have ſworn; for if the proſecutors. have been at the trouble 
to bring to the aſſiaes a madman, in order to ſee whether he 
would have any lucid interval, in which to give evidence, 
certain it is, they would have brought Mr. Underhill, a man 
who is in his ſenſes,. if. he: could have proued any thing; and 
a2 man whom they might eaſily have procured. (if they had 
wiſhed)] as one of the crown evidence acknowledges he far 
him in Birmiugham a few days ago. There were alſo other 
8 who might have;been brought hexe to give evidence. 
r. Wooldridge, the keeper of the priſen; and Me, Taylor 
and Mr, Atkins, the two; conſtables, were preſent... It muſt 
be granted,. that theſe would have been, on many accqunts, 
very proper perſons. Mr. Wooldridge I ſa this morning 
myſelf in court, and he muſt have been extremely proud to 
have been called, an this occaſion, to prove his loyalty ; and 
why he is not, 1 can give no other reaſon than what I juſt. 
now. ſtated; namely, that he could prove nothing to crimi- 
nate the defendant. 285 TE a . 0 2 z 8 
You, will obſerve, gentlemen, that in aſking the number 
f er preſent, as falling within \ By 312 act, I did 
it only to ſhew that the room could not poſſibly contain that 
number; becauſe our cauſe, in ſome meaſure, depends upon 
viſcrediting the crown witneſſe s. 
Wich regard to the notes of Mr. Sutton, they would have 
been of no uſe, becauſe they were made at too great a length 
of time after the meeting. e e eee Gs > 
Gentlemen, you have, doubtleſs, paid particular attention 
to wh has been ſaid reſpecting the variations in the evidence 
amd the indittment.' Let me aſk you, gentiemen whether 
you ean poſſfibly think the words: awartz and welt-ronvinced, 
moeum the ſame thing · but you muſt ſay they mean the ſame 
thing er pou cannot convict the dofendam - you muſt alio 
fay that not. inchnſiſlent and maß conduciot mean the fame 
ming; and as my learned friend would hade you, you muſt. 
alſo ſay that et and ourſet mean the ſame thing; and you 
muſt ſay that rs and national gtiards mean exactly the 
ſame thing. If the firſt witneſs ſpeaks truth, the laſt- does 
not; and if the laſt ſpeaks truth, the firſt does not. Gen- 
tlemen, if on this evidenos pyou'coavt the defendant, no 
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man will be fafe> One man may ſay this and another may 
ſuy that it may: be carried, by ſome informer, to the treaſury, 
and both may be convicted on the evidence of words totally 
_ different from what they had deliuered. The proſecutor. acts 


without reſtraint he endeavors to extenuate now, by and by 
it will ba his intereſt 10 ſtrengthen and gentlemen, if on 
ſuch evidence as has been adduced, you convict the defendant, 
it will be moſt dangerous ſor a perſon. to uſe any exprefiion, 
which has the ſlighteſt alluſion to public affairs. 
If after al theſe variations are only the reſult of accident; 
I muſt ſay it is à very ſingular accident. As to the expreſs 
ions relative to Corfiea, I would here juſt obſerve; that there 
may be no crime in withholding that from one country, 
which is granted to another ; for it might happen to ſuit the 
intereſts of one country, and not of the other. There is a 
material difference, gentlemen, between eſtabliſhing a conſti- 
tution for a Rate, which for the firſt time comes under your 
- dominion, and making alterations in a conſtitution which h 
been long ſettled. Coverniyed might, therefore, withhold | 
this privilege, and yet be entitled to veneration. © 
I now proceed to notice the words ſworn to by the witneſs, 
relative to the third count. th e So, 
But if their opponents continue obſtinate,“ and fo forth. 
Nov there are two ways of explaining this paſſage—he 
- might mean literally what he ſaid, which I do moſt firmly 
believe — the other ſenſe is that, gentlemen, which my Nn 
friend path upon them; and here let me complain, that he 
has ſaid fo little at the opening of this proſecution, doubtleſs 
it is, becauſe he has reſerved himſelf for à reply, when he 


knows I can haye no opportunity to anſwer him, 
But in whatever ſenſe the expreſſion might bave been uſed, 
the 0 muſt in 8 3 | avs» genr 
tlemen, the arguments of the learned ſpecial pleader, do 

ſuppoſe. it poſũble that a man can be always. miſtaken ? You 
are to. conſider, gentlemen, whether the word opponents in 
chis place, could mean the king and his miniſters ; or whether 
_ it might not poſſibly mean that a large party in this country, 
who. oppoſe, with violence, even the moſt legal aſſociations, 
when they are aſſociated for the purpoſe of abtaining a Pan- 
Lamentary Ref rm - that party whoſe prejudices prevent them 
from doing juſtice to the opinions of others, when they differ 

from thoſe which they themſelves proſees. 

e : | ; a I need 
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de influenced by any artifices of this nature. 
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I need not tell you, gentlemen, that Birmingham is a place 


4 


where violence has been known and felt; where: the moſt 


vanton and flagrant breaches of the public tranquility have 


been committed, under the influence of blind prejudice, 


inflamed by the artful and the intereſted :—where innocence 
and virtue baye deen injured, under the maſſe of ah attach- 


ment to the government. 


Jou are now in your. conſciences - to ſay, that becauſe a 
man has been talking of the king and his miniſters, all that 
is ſtated by the witneſs to have been ſaid: alluded to the king 
and his miniſters—if there is one of you, gentlemen, wha 
can ſleęep in your beds after ſaying ee ſen⸗ 


tences are thus to be dragged out for proof, you muſt ſuppreſs 
all public converſation. For God's ſake, though we are 


flaves, let us not be intentionally ſ ol! 


> 1 — 


I proceed to the fourth eount. I am tired, gentlemen, of 


repeating to you the words - no man in this country can be 


ſo ignorant as not to know the difference between ſoldiers 
and national guards and as to onſet and outſet, I leave it to 
you to decide. Enough has been ſaid. 4 HT 


[Het "Mr. Romilly confolced" with” Mr. Binn: for a' fem 


„ 
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examine a e on the part of the defendant; but 


y 


Ja 
pe 


| 7 | 
Gentlemen, you arg to decide on this point—whether there 
is not ſomething total! y different from what has been men- | 4 
tioned—the whole depends on the three laſt counts the ſe- | 
cond is reſpeQting Corſica. I think 1 need ſay no more on. 
this head—you have obſerved, gentlemen, that neither of the 
witneſſes prove the words of the indictment, and bott differ 
from each other. The third: count relates to the time when 
force may be neceſſary to be uſed; and the fourth refers to 
the conduct of the ſoldiery in a ſuppoſable caſe. Now, 
gentlemen, unleſs you can believe that the defendant told the 
people that it was neceſſary to uſe force to obtain a Reform 


* ” 


in Parliament, you cannot convict him. 


- . 


I am inſtructed to ſay that Mr. Binns did certainly talk. 
about force; but he did not talk about it as a thing appli- 
cable to the obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. Our learn- 
ed friend would have us diveſt ourſelves of all knowledge, but 
what is to be found in the indictment. Let us, gentlemen, 
for a moment examine what was the period at which this dif- 
courſe was delivered: it was at a time when the doctrine of 
reſiſtance to oppreſſion had been pretty much diſcufſed, both 
in Parliament and out of Parliament: whether it was pru- 
dent or not to act as Mr. Binns did, is not the queſtion; it 
is his intention you are to decide upon but I muſt ſay 1 
do not wiſh to live to ſee the time when we may be debarred 
the right of converſing on public affairs, and diſcuſſing the 
meaſures of government: and I truſt in God I never ſhalt 
| live to ſee the day, when ſubjects debated in Parliament may 
not be ſpoken of out of Parliament. 
Mr. Binns made, as you have been given to underſtand; 2 
very long ſpeech: he endeavoured to impreſs on his hearers, 
in a forcible manner, the neceſlity of uſing peateable means 
peaceable and legal means, and no other—as the only ones, 
that were likely to obtain their end, After he had ſpoken 4 
conſiderable length of time on the neceſſity of a reform in 
Parliament, and of univerſal Suffrage and annual Parliaments, 
as the only radical one, he paſſed to other topics he talked to 
them upon thoſe ſubjects which are, and I hope always will be, 
moſt intereſtin to Kae en ch Trial by Jury, and the 
Liberty of the Prefs It is impoſſible I ſhould, while defending” 
my client, be led to commit the very crime of which Lam en- 
gaged to prove him innocent. God forbid! that Wong: AL 
the ſituation in which I do, I ſhould intereft myſelf in a Bad 
cauſe : but though I ſay this, I ſhould diſgrace the N 


(4 3 
of which I have the honor to be a member, thtough an 
motives of, prudence, or timidity, 1 ſhould WT £90 Fg. any 

circumſtances which are material in the defence. 

„After Mr. Binns had talked a conſiderab ous we. of the trial 

Jury, and the liberty of the, Preſs, he certainly, did, ſays that 
ifa ume ſhould come . the deęreſt ri f Englid 

N were. taken away, he wo d not; k gle e to e 
2 1405 fe for the iniereſ * erity. I am aſtoniſhed that 
DS, ned 1 Fu: Id, 0 as A falſe | 

that rorels it; 1 Wiul iay more, 1 m 

| e himſelf 2 es pgs if tec op a 
| — him, would probte prove that he d es profeſs it. 

My learned friend muſt admit, that there h den Greum- 
ſtances, in the hiſtory of this eountry, which haue called fort 
che exeteiſe of this virtue; and if my learned friend bad lived 
in the time of Charles the Firſt, or in the time of James, the 
Second, he. himſelf would have acted under che influence of 
is principle, Which be now ealls monſtrous, and falſe philo- 
phy. I am ſure he has too much honot, too much patriot- 
dat te babe been found in the foremoſt als oppoling 
that wicked monar en u Scr net 03 ness 
Gemlemen, I ſhall not co peil as eren authors, 
ſuch as Locke, the juſtneſs of whoſe political opinions have 
been ſometimes called in queſtion; but I all beg leave to 

eite to you the words of one of the leut ned Judges ho preſided 
in our courts, and whoſe knowledge ef dur Conſtitutibn 3 
ee "I ſhall quote Jedge"Blavkſtohe! © | 
From the Revolution to the © 2 ent kin.“ ee 
n this period many laws have paſſed; ab the Bill of 
i Rights, e Tete A, the AN of Stelter "wich 
| 2 tions, che Act for ufiting Eng gland with” 2 5 5 | 
& and Tome Un; which 1000 1 ou as og in 8. 100 
ct more clear and emphatical terms; hate reg ted 


9——.— N on, of. the crown by Parliament, as he A —— 


3 8 and civil freedom 77 Dave confirmed, 
exemplified, the Das rene of: Refiflanes, when the-executive 
de magibrate efdeavurs'ts fubvert the Conflitutiony Bavr mant- 
c zained the ſuperiority of the laws dbdb8 the Ning: by pro- 
«mnougcin | his diſpenſing. power to be Mon have indulged 
A tendef FConſefences wich every religious Hbert A 
« with the ſafety of the State: have Akadlltbed friert 
©" pur dam * ſeptrnnial, - elections of members 60 52 


cc « Parliament ; ; have excluded certain 3 1 the nee 


— : 


£63 


tt of Commons: have reſtrained the King's pardon, from ob 
tc. ſtructin Parliamentary Impeachments: have imparted to all 
& the Lid an equal right of | 0175 their fellow peers; have re- 


0 gulatedt Hals for high treaſon ; have afforded our poſterity a 
« hope that 9 1 5 of blood may one day be aboliſhed 825 
« forgotten: have (by the deſire of his preſent Majeſty ®) 

« bounds to the 115 lift, and placed the adminiſty hel < 
« that fevenue in hands that are Aecdiontybſe to Parliament: 
« and have (by the like deſire) made the Judges comp REY 

4 * independent of the King, his miniſters, and his ſueceſſors. 


| © Gentlemen, 1 ſhall, trouble you with only one quoration 
more, which _ he. from the ſame authority... 


„ The antiquity and excellence of this trial (ſpeaking: Ws : 
ce trial by Jury) tor the ſettling of civil property, has before 
been explained at large. And it will hold. much ſtronger 


«in criminal caſesz ſince, in times of difficulty and danger, = 


« more is to be apprebended from the violence and apo . of 
% Judges appointed by the Crown,” in ſuits between the 
«and the Subjet?, than in diſputes | between one individual — | 
« another, to ſettle the metes and boundaries of private | 
<« perty, Our law has therefore wiſely placed this two-fold | 
6 barrier of a preſentment, and. a trial by Jury, between the 
« liberties of the people, and the preregatives of the Crown ++ 
« It was neceſſary for preſerving. the admirable balance of 
ic aur Conſtitution, to veſt the executive power of the 5 
« jn the prince: and yet this power might be dangerous 
« deſtructive. to that very conſtitution, if exerted without 
te check or controul, by Juſtices of oyer and terminer oecaſi- 
« onally named by the Crown; who might then, as in France 
« or Turkey, impriſon, diſpatch, or exile any man that was 
4 obnoxious to the government, by an inſtant declaration, 
« that ſuch i is their will and pleaſure 1. | 


I beg to remark, that the above was written in the reign of 


1255 un. I ſhould not have noticed it, only that I think his preſent majeſty 


has done-enough to make him xtmEMBERED FOR AGES, without his 


being necceſſitated to FTE 3 


his ROYAL GRANDPATHER, | | 
X it abæa the caſe that the l. of the people, end tht patents 
FR hu . —— 
tunity to infringe upon the privileges of the other 
of If the Author had lived to reviſe his works, a ths tine, he yrs 
ably would have ſubil ituted Ireland for. France. i * 
* | 6c 


V 
80 hüt the liberties - of England cannot but ſubfſt o 
< Jong as this palladium, ſacred and invidlate: not unly from 
ul bpen attacks (which none will be ſo r had e 
Aut alſo from all Tecret machinations, which may ſap and 

«undermine it, by introducing new and arbitrary methods of 
< trial by Juſtices of the Peace, commüſſioners of the revenue, 


415 7 1. v7 . 5 a a % 41 5 11 771 ; * N 8 | by ; 83 2 1 

"Now, Gentlemen, 1 ſhall prove to you by che witneſſes I 
have mentioned (many of whom are hobſekeepe 1 and not 

members of any political club) that though he talkt m 


y 
Es 
ance, it related ro the defence of Trial by Fury, and thie'Li erty 
df the Prefs only. | F aft. i 5 Rinde = 2 
My learned Bend will tell you, perhaps, that there was no 
oecnſion to talk in this manner that neither the trial by Jury, 
or the liberty of the Preſs, were in danger; abd that, there- 
fore, his talking was criminal, as tending to excite undue fears 
and ſuſpicions in the minds of the people: but, gentlemen, 
| though you be of opinion that neither the one or other of 
theſe ineſtimable privileges were in danger, and though, you 
be of opinion that in talking of them in this manner the defen- 
dant was committing a crime, you cannot find him guilty of 
this indictment: for even ſuppoſing all this to be true, it 
muſt be the ſubject of another indictment. The queſ- 
tion is not, gentlemen, whether the Trial by Jury, and 
the Liberty of the Preſs, was actually W of o whether 
Mr. Binns ht ſo; but the queſtion for your deciſion 
is, whether Mr. Binns recommended force to be em- 
ployed to obtain a parliamentary reform; and, gentlemen, 
unleſs you are of opinion that he did, you'cannot convict him; 
ut if, on the other hand, he was only contending for the. | 
right of trial by jury, and the liberty of the preſs, ſo far 
from being criminal, he was acting the part of a good citizen 
and an honeſt man; and he is neither A *. eiten or an 
honeſt man, who, in ſuch à caſe, would therwile. ') 
Gentlemen, both the witneſſes for the proſecation;have ſaid, 
that the words they have given in evidende, are diſconnected 
ſentences £'it is impoſſible to convict a man on ſuch evidence 
—the ſame expreſſions taken in a different oder, may mean 
5 contrary ee 8 detached —— — 
te, it is impoſſihle to develope their meaning, on to diicover 
whether they have any meaning at all: — 2 though 


in all theſe caſes, he might have uſed the words ſtated by the 
. 1 witneſs 


(4) 2 


witneſs (which however has not been proved) it is impoſt- 
e to ſay what was their original import. | 
Den en if this A. 25 in which you were, 70 de- 
ide, after herring one hay A e e * 
(difficulty ; but when-you 1 the evidence Which 
hall eall 5505 will be convinced that the. innocence * the 


| avg is as clearly proved. as the nature. of tha. eircum- e 
ſtances will admit. | 


3 43545 62 £177 [ 4d i811 
Gentlemen, I 99 not believe that the euer Ill call 
have taken any notes, 52 do not ed tex. ld not 
tier ups 0 to Lay. E 0 n 19 
Fpipecl ; houſckeopers 
not m 
with. Mr. 


J the 3 I muſt au. is aing in 
fair, open, and. 70 pr Mat 1 n He Pr 


opportuni of cro his Witne F b 
Läbe the whale of his s conduct $i 50 5 1 5 
Gent! omen, 5 is all I will troub 


a * 
t [1 114 
e 10 1007 hands the deiendant is PETICCHY la 
2 
13 ü 1 ; y * e "£2 15 . 1 4 2 þ [+ 94 ; $47 5 ; ke FFY 171 18 r 1 
r 3 auen 1 a 14 076 737 iet 0 bf Tl 
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ö A; "| EVIDENCE FOR Tas D DE a 5 1 202 
S)erorer Faxrox err, 


eln, 6400 02 hetald 
\ [Examined by Mr. Dan thn, 28 90 151500 
(429 105% biet e bhef 01h $5306 a5 140 
4 Where do you li? a „d lau io tun 
2 Ia Priechit- ſtreet, Birmĩ n niini m YNSL Tit, 
Q. What are you Laos . A re wt real 1. node 8 114 
Were you at the meeting at the Swan peblighorid/on 
the Trtheof March Lone Ay was. 2 od 453i 11 LY 
2 Were you there before Mr. Baba dead Nur. 
Ws arc were you to Mr. Binns ted Freteymean 
"> bear all tat he ſuid ?? n ο⁰.ỹ 
1000 75 for I ſat upom a little elevate binebs11003 S1ivE 
Q. Tell us hat was tie firſt ſabjectof dio-dioourſaD+ 
voy Parliamentary telt W. ad '06 9161 ts 59079! 
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He ſaid, that in his 4 2 5 4 ae 1 form was 
univerlal ſuffrage and annual parkjaments.. 5 


— 


Q. He ſtated that to be his own: ogra —4 He da... 
m. What did be ſay next? ROT is 1 
»Ab\Heiſaid:;that he was well convinced ace fuf- | 


frage and annual parliaments _ moſt nh, to the 


bappineſs of: the people. 


R * 


N. Did he fe that bis majeſty or bis miniſters were vell 


convinced ar? 
A No; Lam certain his worde were, that tas his well 


| convinced that- univerſal ſuffrage and annual: nenen were 5 


moſt conducive to the happineſs of the people. 

Q. Do you think that if he had ſaid, his majeſty and his mi- 
niſters, bat it could have eſcaped your recollion: 2A. N o. 

2. What did he ſay farther ? 

A. He thought. no perſon; could doubt of the; prncticability 
of it, when he recollected that univerſal ſuffrage had 
granted to Corſica by his preſent majeſty, as one of the condi- 
Bon: 7 0 he was acknowledged King of Corſica, | 

id he alſo a that ſome of the 2 of rr Ame- 
rica Era in oof. Yet wm os 36 3: | 
And thence argued the prafticability of it 2d; He did. 

„ Did he go on to ſay that his majeſty, or his majeſty's 
miniſters, withheld that right from. his own natural ales? 
A. No; he did not. 

2. After he had finiſhed the ſubjeQ of univerſal ſuffrage | 
and annual parliaments, what did he do-next?., 4415 4 

A. He made ſome obſervations on the two bills which had 
lar paſſed the Houſe of Co elfigng . 


2 Did —— out any way to obtain dis reform ?/ | 
Ves; by petitioning the King and Parliament. 
2. What- * hes _ concerning) the obi, you'have 


mentioned}. A 4 I r 
A. Phat thoſe bills did-nor prevent people from meeting to 

the number-of fifty. r 28 neee hb N . 
. What more $54 bib m; tix #770 1 897931 Þ 


+ 1 00 if they met they need not foes the information 


„ 0 


oel ſpies ere by jury; even under the 
— of on bills; and that England would never be 
enſlaved ſo long as jt has a trial by Jury, pr bertyt of 
the peo t enge bail ar : ib eto). 2118 
Q. Whit more + 5 we ee we id Was S1A {0 
A. But iffunhapplly, there ſhould-be a'time:when the trial 
by jury and che tiberty” of) de preſe ' ſhoaldi be takeh a bay 
from tne people, though t wouſd berſhooking r . to 
ſhed the Hood of our fellow Creatures p yet, under: ſudh Er- 
cumſtances, he hoped there · was not à citizen in that room 
who Would not be willing to ned the laſt drop of his blood, 
either in the field or on the ſcaffld. 4% hs He? 
Q. That expreſſion was uſed on the ſuppoſition of the li- 
berty of the preſs, and the trial by jm ha. takeh away? 
A. It was. 1 „t tn Agne 
Was it uſed the len of "A refulal of a Par- 
e Typo 201 fr BnNIvaAaoo 
A. No; Mr. Binns never fd that force: was IP TO 
obtain a Reform in Parliament. 
. Duting the iwhole - of his ſpeech did he: recommend 
peaceable meaſures ? | 


A. He faidowe could never hope to obtain » benz by: my 


Py 


2 means. rt 37190) ee 7 
„ale wer s ilembey of any ſociety —4 No. 
Were yon a friend of. Mr. Binns * an got N 20 * i 
ol I never' ſaw him before. . a £ . 
Were you ever at any meeting; ckther or ſince 
A., Neither before nor ſince. ( Of A 
05 Ts: N eiffim | 71. MH. 1 77 n eee 0 oo 61th . O 
#3279) „Ger From $6319 PT un 
. 5 Kere by Mr. Puncyvat,) , 197 8 9 | 
Q. 3 Jou Meg in the habit of attending pub © meet- 
ings ?—; No. y ede 2 . 


Q. A en 105 put to another witneſs, Wa I all 
ut it to you o you recollect as much of any detmoß yon 
have ever heard, as you do of this ſpeech ?? » 5 
. No, I ennnot fa) I do; becauſe aſter ſome dime when I 
faw i in the papers that Mr. Binns was apprehendedandiÞ-un- 
8 11 -ſhould:be ſubpœned upon this buſineſs, I thought 
it my duty to keep it in memory as well as I cou,ů.t 7 
2. After what 1 of time did ee do de called 
8 t 129} falt boss ** 41? n :\ jw wig i. Fae 
* | N | | Z Not 
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'T 
; 10 5 4: his Ys 7 * 12 20 a 27 15 — . Bi 43 
copy 7 8105 no 55 a 
Ss 5: ae. Binns called 100 e | 
Had you told any body of any thing that was boos a or 


Hoang L—& Lens 1 haye told ſe vel. 
1 any memorgndums , I. Gd that night, 
hy did you make them ? J: refreſh my Pep got 


your memory was refreſhed . E was on both occalions, 
Q You made memorandums the firſt night? 4. Net. 
-& Have you got them'abvut you; ed, 1 n 2 
& Why il you not-bris them? ee 
2 I did not think it wo be neeeſſary. 0% e d vi 
2. Were they netes of what — did beatz or e what you 
44 not hear -. Of what I did e 
Vou did not note that the rev er his aged and lie 
ers were well convinced, and ſo forth } | LAY 8: Wo, 
4 I did not hear tbem. 
* — that he ſaid be was well essen! 
es; I do. 
. Were the words oft conduit er as aisle 
enn, £ 


Q.. Do you recolle&thele words: Tr would 'e ſhocking 


Wy 


| K 1 to ſhed the blood of our fellow ercatures. 


3 Ci 29 WO * 5 118. 8 


4 Yes; I do. . | — 
| Wire the words wo, ee beds, 7's think of 


1 * 
, $4 2.4 Zi WW at 42 #.S 


we 9 

A. 3; I think, wes! E hocking: to humanity to | 
ſhed the blood of our fellow creatures,” 

2. Had you told Mr. Biuns ma Jos ou age before he 
E indictment P— . NG 

the gave you the indicment?. 4 og 34 3 
it at my houſe. | 
1 Dis he * it over to you! al z esa bet 
> Did be make a long ſtay at pour houſe?" . 


i 


A. He did not walt at all, : e 
8 5 Dic yon read over the indiament ay? 

128 [Vet bay Sen 3 EY _—_ 
Had he not the curio 0 an ue » 
98 Wordt bir N 9 y by +} 1557 

Ther was ie thar he bild w you. © 8 

2 AL d d hi had W me = copy of the nv, as 

E it 


it was his | intention to J abge OT? and requeſted eed'T world 
IEA as much as poſſible of the diſeverſe which i 
livered on the 11th of March. 


- Q; Did he e any thin iig at the meeung teſpecuggz mo 


FS & & \ Ant c 


1 77 981 257 
"He fail bei yt REGNER'n fingle iinftsner; eicher in 
ient 0 a hiſtor w. c ce e the a 1 8 
country 15 bed 10 ff 9 On t en, Whet - 
ending their commo ts ; he 1 We"conduc 
of see Tk Ae e 
Von are ſure: mg not t lay, 1879 . * 
4. He ſaid, if the foldiers.; were ca 4 7 GL agat 
me people, when defending their righ 
to Poſh, dhe bayonet ꝙ draw. the: wer e 
of their freedom. 
Q. Do. you regelte any thing. abort not 59 . 
of Jour own a you are engaged in th e pe 
1 Lt T6 ain a6 24 fol 
e ene dc ee clp; there, my, bays, Fe 
ſomething of that kind. wheſ 4 * 
WIN OM, ale 7 en 
GE OY TIED os peel bd 15 "EY 
Q Or of blood following the ane . 
Q. You ſay he ; read ſoy, lot e He ld 
1 an you give us any he inſtruQions V 
The inſtructions were only rules laid 76: forkis: - 
404, and for the regulation of the ſocieties; but as I had no in- 
tentiga of going i into the ce 1 gd got Pay. much Wen 
0 "Q. How Je | de n 3 ena ee 
were eng — ean ay. | 
: | l N paige from the Wee 
cannot. 
Q Should Ty recolle& any paſſage were it read e 
A. Poſbly, I mi | 
Can you recolleR this? (reads) This: part of your | 
men effected, you are to ſtrain every power of yout mij to 
awaken the ſleeping g lpirit of Liberty ; yo are to c#}} apogour 
fellow citizens to be ready, with us, to purſue our comimen 
object, if it muſt be to the ſcaffold, or rather (if out; enqenies 
are deſperate eno ugh to bar up every avenue to enquiry 8 and 
diſcuſſion) to the field at the hazard of extermination ; con- 
vinced that no temper leſs decided than this will ſullice to re- 
fein — from a bold uſurping faction. wr 41 
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. q 4) 
1 I 5 not recolleft thats cond . 
2. 2. Ne an Jones: rd 


a 4 * « 


8. You mean. to 0 faq that may FR been read d, though 


you cannot recollett that thoſ Psfhbly. 


2 298 | you. N ee 5 8 wn ef . 


2 * 


| etell, | CEL 180 

5. \Recolle& WA. Tünsee del! 3 1 lebt * ace 0 
C Was it ſome weeks, 8 wodchs, before "you Jay 

again? -A. Can not ake pon we to ſay. as 
. How: Den times had ou Teh bim bebe! © "Hub gh! 

you the indictment? 2 e VIM EDT | 
oo TI had ſeen him ſeveral tizes A ca 

to him. UI 

0." When he e cal tan us what paſſed?” | 10 

A. He fad, he had'henrd that 1 ae ede ae 

therefore when he obtained a copy of 72 1 * he. would 

furmiſn me with it. "He gave the hot zu 


Pœna na me. 75 of * that f K 
4 Did he enhuffe mch he ate v ee 
Not at all: when eee i oh Sunday, 


ing to church. e e 
that the cauſe why hy did not ſta ſtay? bled 


0. Wa 


Was. 180. n 481 / 1 4,;t WPI RY 

4 e 1 * Ns 7 Ae * Si! f 9 i YT ar baſe is p 

f1 ; 14 by i 182 * I. M RomtLy:' £53 OT 48 * 81 IC r 1 125 
0. You told him you had been at. the m ing -A. I id, 
& 8 9g 7055 Lg 7a what you recolleted . —A. 


e to you., with a. copy of the indift-" 
ment 15 155 806 2 alk you 400 queſtions = a tb] 
* T e 1 TE 
it Free to refreſh your memory 8 
Vet, it did— I was convinced i imm TE on. ſeeing 


N the re contained in it, wo > not. ſpoken by Mr: Plans 2 


e to the 3 inſt ructions, you. lay, ye 
** 5 cauſe having no ee | 


wow ooh per pegs by: Lite Lene 118 
l AS... ts th of cy 191 iter od ;29 7 
29 t Lien ia | ir I S338, ;-S7t On gT WO $& dien O 
® 34 - * * N ; 71 In ? D 
Epwarp 
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S1 2bt0W 2 10 3159 100-219W $190, 169w} voy HOW HO 
2 PorTER euern, 40A N 


noh bee Eau 9 5 — is | i Row rr. $30 4408 O 
jr 


1397 TOSHED 10 
775 1 Af 1 ee, 1 56 auen don bid Y 
. ere do you n Birmin 


9 * 3011 SEE Te" 


; W = RRP . D bn (37 
Are pen nf an bas We es. | * 


hat ftreet.do you hg Heel. In St. 7% Sass. 


Merge you at the meeting at the Swan,public hates a 
Soong on the. 1 fch dc March 1A. Iva,. 53 


. Did you fee the deſendape ters ?——A N ae. 
a 


s he in the room when you dee 7 


1 Abe Gong 0 
5 D83 500 zohe in, ſoon after, leroy! immu fo} bk 2 A 


hear him ſpeak —A. 


ik min os 
What did be dam 18H 20 4141 8 Di, Nee Ris i. 


at Afrer reading fe 3 te which paid. ut litzle 
he hegan to ſpeak. 18 bog hid bel none ola fag 
WA 1 appenesL is 3 ou paid but little attention to hat 
a hy oak, _ then engaged i in 8 


+ ö 185 Nan political ſociety .. No. 


13 s 


Mo 


of when, he began 


Base 7 and dale Alk dle 0 
4 radical reform. N zen bib od 


Q: Did he ſay any thing about the means by Which ü "ms 
to be obtained PA”. Ap z he ſpoke of petitioning. - | 


2, Did he ſay any thing of anꝝ other means ? 
A. No; h did 1 not. 3 


; Di 19225 whole of his ſpeeth A: HA. 
| Bid f of obtaining a arr by [ter 
aver FE Gg hs 8 ſuch Aw. es confident, of if. a 
9. Whence ariſes your confidence? *, 8 


A. I paid particular attention. 5 heard bin een 


| ſomething about ente ver fot defis to 8 edlen 


. VWHAE was it that he ſaid about force?” 705 tb10W 5 TT 


Whit be tic zbout force was applied * Trial by Jur 
aul DRL df the Prefs.” 


4 Did he Ear te OT 4731203. 6 Ic adm 


A. Yes; but he referred us to an SPA peridd, when 
the palladium of our rights, the liberty of the preſs, might be 


| * from us. 


ay oe oo e 


©. Did you hear him fay any "ay about 3 our 
lives for poſterity. 
A. I do not recoilect any ſuch expreſſion. 

Do you remember any thing about blood following from 
the axe A. Nothing like it. 

Q. Let me aſk you whether, according to the beſt of your 
recollection, what was faid about force referred to a time when 
we ＋ be deprived of the liberty ef the preis. 

did; force was not ſpoken of as "applicable to the | 

ſubject of a befor mi. Bs, | 

Q. Did yowhear him ſay iny thing: REM Corfies?—. Ves. 

Q. State to the court, as nearly as you can, what he ſaid 
and uſe if poſſible, his exact words? | 

A. He ſaid he had read much on the ſubject of mn par- 
liaments and univerſal ſuffrage, and had never heard of any 


doubt as to their utility, but only as to their practicability; 


now, he ſaid, thoſe doubts were removed, for the prince of 
theſe realms had granted thoſe privileges to the people of 
Corſica, as one of the conditions of his being acknowledged 
— of that eountry. - 
I Afohatf. Had granted what privileges? 
mverſat ſuffrage, and annual parliaments, my Lord. 
Ir Komilly. Diy you hear him ſay any thing of America? 
A. He faid that the northern ſtates enjoyed that mode of 
repreſentation. | Y 
2. When tlie defendant ſaid that his majeſty had granted 
| theſe privileges to the people of Corfica, did he add theſe 
words—< though he denied them to his natural ſubjects.“ 
A. He did not. : 
Q. If he had made uſe of ſuch an expreſſion, do yy think 
it would have eſcaped 
A. I think it muſt 4 firuck me. 
Did you know Mr. Binns? 
No; Thad ſeen him but once. 
© Where did you firſt ſee him? 
A. At my manufactory in St. Paul's: Square. He was in- 
troduced by a friend to 0 ee the manufactory. 


Q How long was this before the meeting? 
A. I think it was ſomething more than a year. 
Q. Did you then form an acquaintance with him? 
A. No; I did net know him again at the meeting. 
2 When did you firſt ſee him afterwards ? 
A. I cannot exactly ſay—I think it was fix months aſter- 
wards, - Q. Did 


a» 
* 


| „„ 4 8D 
2 Did you ever ſee a copy of his inditment?” 2 


A. Yes; at the laſt aſſizes. 
Q. Did you examine it? 


A. When] firſt ſaw it I paid no attention to it becauſe l 
wiſhed to get myſelf excuſed. 


2. When you firſt examined it, did you think that the 


words, reſpecting the time when force was neceſſary to be 


uſed, were ſpoken by Mr. Binns as applying to the refuſal of 


2 parliamentary reform, or to a en pad the trial by 


Jury, and the liberty of the preſs ? 

A. At the firſt moment I looked at it, I was  confiden the 
words had no application to a reform. 

Q. Was it a printed e Ne g Yes. 


Epwarp Ponies” | 
jy WP ea ale by Mr. Cokz. 


Q. You oy you was there before Mr. Binns?—. I was. 
. Did you take any notes of the proceedings ?—A. I did nor. 
You told us of fome papers that were read; do you 
know the contents of thoſe papers ? 
4A. Heread a 12 paper, de ae from 


A. I believe he did, 15 cannot charge my memory Sith 


the particulars. . 


Q. Was any thing ſaid about Scotland 4 No; 
Q. Are you certain nothing was ſaid about Scotland? 
A. 1 recolle&t nothing. 
Q. Or of the majority of the Houſe of Commons being re re- 
turged * five . perſons ?—, No. * 
2 Q. Will 


] LEO” 1 * Þ. + 
| Q. Wilt you ſwear that ſuch words were not ſpoken by the 
: defendant ? — A. No; I will not. 

ol © Q. You have ſworn nothing was ſaid ** force in 6005 : 
; af a refuſal of a reform: pray what did he ſay about force.— 
HE | Repeat his words as exactiy as you can? | 
Hs ſaid, if a time ſhould come when any miniſter ſhould | 

5 7 be daring enough to wreſt from us the right of trial by jury, 
I and the liberty of the preſs, he hoped there was not a citizen 

7 in the room but would ſhed his al drop of blood in defence 
of theſe rights. 
1 . Was this ſpoken before. or after Fs had been talking | 
= 1: of a reform in parliament? - ; 
1 A. It was ſome time 1 | 
SE 2. Did he not ſay ſomething about the ſoldiery ? | 

A. Ves he referred us to the conduct of the national guards 
of Franee, when they were ordered to fire upon the people. 

Q. Did you hear him ſay his majeſty and his miniſters were 
well convinced that univerſal ſuffrage and annual parliaments 
were moſt conducive to the happineſs of the people, and had 
granted them to the Corſicans, but refuſed them to his natural 
ſubjects?— J. No; 1 did not. | 

.Q. „Ar you ſwear that he did not utter theſe We ? 

will. 

by Then you heard nothing of Cornwall, or of the tate of 
the repreſentation ? A. Not that I remember. 9 . N 

Q Nor of Scotland ?—4. Nothing that 1 recollec. 

Q. Will you ſwear that nothing was 1 ws * os 
about Cornwall or Scotland ? | 
A. No; 1 cannot ſwear that. 

Q. It is poſſible he might have talked of the 88 
of Scotland, or Cornwall, without making much impreſſion 
upon you: 4. Ves; : he might. 

O. It is likewiſe poſſible he might have bt that his 
majeſty and his miniſters were well convinced of the neceflity 
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| of a reform; yet this might have ES our heart of 

| A No; i is impolite PE. 1 bs 

1. 2. Why is it impoſſible ? 3 8 
A i Becaufe the one is a familiar fubjea; to o which I mould 
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| 
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! 
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not have 2 much attention ; ; but the other muſt have truck 
me forcib 


| Oh! You are very Sil with the ſtate of the re re- | 
— 4 — pray how many members does Cornwall ſend * 


A. Cannot ſay, exatUiy. [The ou ſmiled.) 
2. You 


— 
F - 


1 


| 0. You are not to laugh, ſir ; be ſo — as Rand upright 3 
and a ſtep higher. 
A. I will ſtand as high as you pleaſe; 1 will ſtand upon 


here, if you pleaſe. [ Pointing to the top of the Partition bebind 


which he flood.) © 

2e. Youarea politician, i it ſeems, Mr. is and. I fappoſs 
talk ſometimes of his majeſty and his miniſters ?.. + 

A. Yes, frequently; eſpecially of late. Gd Ar bis 

2. Every day of your life? pou n ni 

A. Cannot ſay every day; I do moſt days. 


0. Did the defendant name his majeſty fd bis miniſters f 


ether in the courſe of his ſpeech? 

A. Not to the beſt of my recollection. ! . 

1 Will you ſwear he did not. 

A. No; I made no notes; I underſtood the cent was 
called for the purpoſe of perſuading the people to allociate; as 

the means of A a parliamentary reform. 


1 Did you underſtand the meeting was called by the de- 
fendant, with a view to perſuade people to e for en N 


A. No. 
_ 9. Was any petition e . Wo. 


L. Then that meeting was not for the purpoſe of ptdoning ?. 


A. I cannot ſay. 
. Have you ſeen Mr. Binns of late? A. Many times. 
9. Did you not ſee him laſt night? _ 
A. No.—Yes; I beg your pardon. I was in his company 


about ten minutes at Dr. Blunt's, where be called upon a __ 


tleman, a friend of his. 
0. .You had no acquaintance with Mr. Binn, before: the 
meeting? — A. No. | 


. But you know him very well now. 4. T have chat 


plealure, we. 


ade Mr. RoMILLY. FP 


\ 


\ | (\ 


Mr. Porter you think it very likely that the defendant ba 
have talked about the repreſentation of Cornwall, or Scotland, 


without fixing your attention, becauſe on this ſubject he could 


fay nothing new or remarkable. —A. He might, 


Q. But not of his majeſty or his miniſters, as 5 mined] in 


* 
1 


the indictment? 178 
* No; it muſt have Hack me forcibly. 


; 5 R 7 


Hrxar 


N * * 
2 
- — — 
* 
— * 
— —„ p — 
5 2 — — — 
2 > P * 1 2 
AED Kr 


2 


* iet k 
th — 

= * * by 

* * c 


— <- 

JIE mn” 2 6 
n 4 oy 
2 , . 


= —— — NE 
A —— TE, a, ĩ⅛ en hen AE 


* 20 -= 
— — 
n 


—ů —ů—— — EL ——„—-L—ꝰ½ 2 


ä — — 


0 


b Mader Dixon ſworn,” | 
-11'| Enawiged by Mr. Rab E v. J 


gh Where do you. live A. In Nine. 
What are you . An anvil- maker. | 
Q. Were you preſent at the meeting, at the Swan public 
houſe, on the 13th of March ?—4. I was. | 
Q. Did you ſeg, Mr. Binns ? _. 
I did was there before he came. 
Q. Was you ſo near Mr. Binns as to be able to bear al 
he ſaid ? — J. I was. | 
Qi. Did you liſten with attention HOP I did. 
Qi Do you recolle& how his diſcourſe began "i 
A. Cannot pretend to ſay what he ſaid "> ih 15 
Q. Did he read any inſtructions from the London Cor. | 
reſpouding Society Pry 1 think he did. 
Qt. Do you remember 70 laying any thing about a  parlia- 
mentary reform ?—A, I do. 
Q Did you hear him fa my an thing of the means by which 
it was to be obtained? 725 
Q. What were they? 
Ai. By petitioning the King and Parliament, 
Q. Was that the only means he recommended ? 
A. Yes; peaceably petitioning. 
: ad Do you recolle& his ſaying any thing of his majeſty 
| his miniſters ? 
A. Yes; be faid ſomething about them—bur I do not 
exactly recollect the words. | 
| 2 Did he ſay, they were well convinced that univerſal 
ſuffrage and annual „ were moſt conducive to the 
W of the people ?—4. No; I do not recollect that. 
uſtice Alburlt What did he ſay? 1 
4. e was ſaying that his majeſty had granted univerſal 
ſuffrage to the Corficans, that he might be king of Corſica. 
Q. In the courſe of that ſpeech did he ſay, that the king 
bad wichheld this right from his natural ſubjects? | 
A. Not that I heard. 
Q. Chuld this have paſſed without your! hearing it? 
A. 1 chink 1 muſt have heard it if it had paſſed. 


{ 


. This was the Mr, Dixon whom the witneſs Gueſt depoſed he ſaw 


2. 1f 


at the meeting. 


1 


Q. If ſuch expreſſion had been uſed u think you 


ſhould have noticed it ?—4. 1 think 11 


I wiſh to know, Mr. Dixon, whether Mr. Blane in 
any part of his ſpeech, recommended any other than peaceable 


meaſures ? 

A. No; if he had, I ſhould have been very much dil 
pleaſed,-and have left the room directly. 

Q. Did you hear him ſay any thing of the Liberty of the 
Preſs, or the Trial by Jury ? | 

A. Yes; he did 43 — about them. 


Mr. Fuſtice Aſbhurft. What was it he ſaid about. ben 


b ſay as nearly as you can? 

A. He was ſaying he thought the people had a right to the 
liberty of the preſs and the trial by jury. 

Me. Reader. Did he ſay any thing of the ſoldiers ?. ew. + 

Q. Was it faid after, or before he was tpeaking: of the 
liberty of the preſs ?: 4. Afterwards. 


Q. Did he ſay any thing about effecting a reform by force * 


. he had, muſt i it not have ſtruck you ? 
| 7 Yes; it muſt. 

Did you know Mr. Binns before? 
. Thad ſeen him but once. 


„ Where" dh 90 Selb ne Mid bole ec jet 


At the Poet Freeth's, in Birmingham. 


Henry Dixon, 
(Croſs-examined by Mr. BALGvuy. ) 
Q. How came you, Mr. Dixon, to go to this e 


A. 1 went out of eurioſity. 
2 What excited your curioſity? 


* 


. I heard there was to be ſpeaking by one of the deg | 


28 London. 


Q. Had you heard that Mr. Binns was to ſpeaxk? 


A. 1 did not know whether it was to be Mr. Binns,' or | 


Mr. Jones, 


| . But you went * the urpoſe of hearin what was 
faid 5 did. F po q 


0. Of courſe you took ſome obſervation ?—A. Ye, : 


Q. What prevented you, when you got there, from hearin 
all that was ſaid-?—A, 4 * ſay I 10 Fe all as was faid, - 


Q. Tell me, fir, did not Mr. . . begin by reading — | 


Inſtructions A. I think he did. 
Q. What 


11'S 


. 1 are you donbeful? 9, 
annot be certain; 1 4 * did. 


2 as there much time employed in reading TY 

A. Some few minutes. oY 
Were they read aloud re Yes, th Wt +. : . 
9. P did you. hear this paſlage.? 55 — < You re 

to ſtrair Rats er of we mind to e ee | 

ſpirit .< liberty,” hi nods tote . 
4 do not recolle&. | 5 = 


Was this read 4e You are wal upon our fellow 8 : 


ee, to be ready with us to purſue our common age 


14 I do not recollect it, 

5 Did you hear this expreſſion ?— «If jt mult be to FA 
ſcaffold, or rather (if our enemies are deſperate enough to bar 
up every avenue to enquiry and diſcuſſion) to the field, at the 
hazard of exterchination, convinced that no temper leſs de- 


_ 


cided than this, will ſuffice to regain liberty, from a va 
"2% faction.” Do you recollect any thing like this ? 


Mr. Dixon, do. you remember to have heard Bin 


1 88. to "ls end that we may ſucceed, by the irreſiſtible voice | 


of the people, you arę to excite every / ſociety. with the deſire ; 


that animates our boſoms, to embrace the nation as brothers.” 


A. I do not remember it; _— to tead it over again. 
IReags 44 But to the, Kc. Ke. n 

A Ido not remember. + 85 

Q. Pleaſe to inform my Lord what you do TO KT 1 

[[nterrupted by Mr. Romilly—Wh he tells You he Knows 

nothing about it. | 
. Balęiy. T beg. I may not be interrupted. 
Mr. Romilly. He can anſwer only according t o is A 


A 


lection. 221 *# Mets 


I i” > — Gre an account of a any aw thoſe lallme⸗ 5 


did hear? 37 9 C35 i 1 — . 
2 annot recollect any thing about them "oak 00 
4 Your memory , quite a blank as 7 ic 


"T5 it take plac ace? IG! "No 28 ry * - 11511 \# \ | 
en he began to talk — 4 dea. g och lo 4312 


eee bm ett Len 
'Will you 0 vihar N r. Binns did not lay that vis maj iel 5 


and his min Were well convinced that Aver dn fu * f 
and wre were lor the oy e, 71 


"ear 3 
bene ak 


Give me your anf 1 do not ales „5 {4 
What dd be ey theri about univerſal ſuffrage 
ha rag 


A. He thought - it might be done; as 4 Ling 
. 2 Fa . Von be dia y weg il Why, 
re Fuflice ur, ou im : 

Pa t 4 ee Foy e 
e you recolledt any thing about -the i e — 
| Come, bruſh up yout memory:. i 7 

A. 1 do not recolle& it; © CER] Sr wy 

Or about the blood ſtreaming, of dit See fe. +. s 

Q. Do you mean to ſwear that he d nothin ing 
e fold; of blood; e EG 


Ha o not recolleRt it. > $90 362000 9 4 1255 | 
be bog mean that ine jury on ants to 
ſwear; that he did not make uſe 9 thoſe ex preflions: 3 
- Te of recolle& them. rn rt be 


Did he ſay any thing of Cornwall; er Sceittndt 5 ND. 
3 Not t heard. AT 
Q. Or that the majority PR the Hoe of Com 90 | wa 
* by five hundred perſons ?. a ? 
A. He mentioned the tiumber of the 7 of e 
Q. Arid that was all he ſaid about ry. 
A. All that 1 femember. 9 55 
Q. And ſo Mr. Binns came to tell you h61 * 
the Houſe of Cominons conſiſted of; which an Gy dee 
in the Court Kalendars: Pray did he talk of the 0557 5 


A. Les. 
Q. Was it before of ew bac been tal fc 
in N —4. Some t me afterwards. Wing of 64 «Fe 
8 And _ did he fay between ?— A. I cannot recollect. | 
I ſhould be lad if would tell us whar he fy about 
25 0 oa oy loldiers would not fire 2 
e fai ht the ſoldiers wou not | 
people, after ceabl tionin 
Wenn Se — the 
hen they wefe contendin tri 
liberty of the f of pn d 2 For _ 
Mr. Taſlice bur. Have you par gr Me" 
(His lordſhip here read oyer h e rds 


6 Wiege may bo alla faund;.s lin . 


will be aa dt. the n com of t 
_ enquiry; we ſhall 2 9 E . 
are * 


| & | ſeveral 


— == eo — - — — 


: 4:0 I . 
- ſeveral times; as thinkin did not make. perfect ſenſ e. 
Mr. Romilly —— 2 251 to his lordchip.I 
Ar, Puſt iet d ſbburit. Was that all you. eint to ſay? 


o whn eo mydord . 
Mr. Balguy. Von By, it was intended 10 petition; $i NEW 


was to be the ſubject ? 1.1 4 4 4 
+: fs; To petition his majeſty there mix ght be ;univerſal 
ſuffrage and annual parliaments,.. , Tore 
Q. So that after petitioning peoceably, „ he ſaid the ſoldiers 
would not fire upon the people ?—2. Yes. 
Do g ou recollect any thing al about the rational" guards 


ace 121851 ji 7 TEAW ILG 2 N 10 K Rl 3s \ 


exactly what. 1 think he ſaid the ſoldiers, (like the 
— — of France, would not fire; upon the ar af- 


peaceabl on ot (el bib o es 
e 4 N ſo little; might not ſomething tows 
er | 


faid which, your do not recolie@t I A. Certainly;o 

Wire yos one that was ſerved with a copy of the in- 

Wee 2 4.1 had a ede 03 era. . W 
Her 74 202 10 (dil sch 07 Leilggs 39101 acer vu 

A. I thi bigk it was a — before the laſt affies, 

2. Wh deſivere&it? — Ac Mr. Bians. 92 JON bn. by 

9. Did you know before that time that you was to be al 
led as a witneſs A, . 1419 

Q. Had you ever told : „ * bed - 74 FR of this 
buſineſs, before he bröught yo the indiQament ? —A. No. 

. Did you examine eee SE DO 

A. I locked it oer while Mr. Binns was od Lal c 

0. Did yon tell him what, you cou recallet? _. 

A. * im I had not hought 46 uch ab al: bout it. N 
.nllas any paper been Kae to you fin 6 t time 
about this 'buk nl LL A. N 5 Gi: e. 
„WI do yu mean * 4 e 
per !— es; I am ſure I have had no paper. 
los: Has any body/tald you, in diſcourſe f. bat y ou 
were to ſay ?—Mr. Binns, or any body Ir „No., Ty 

"2,10 you frexr it? nem vn od wohne 5 

A. I have ſworn cle am upon my cat . e 

et you yourſelf told nobady? A, ND Y 
9, Has a i Ps ever examined you? BY A 
A..Yes; . Tomes * examined ma once. Ted 18 


* Mr. [EAA rene, ons 401d ur gt ct Büste. Baan and 
f 2 Had 


Naſſedu, London. 


| "AT here was fomething Faid about! OG but: 3 


 you?=A. Ves. o yilimo# 1M © 
2. On your's bath, bd 50 . of hat u not) before Mr. 5 
Tomes ee e you, told an — you knew of 
this buſineſs A. I never my Aron anybody. Et hd, 
18 How t then came you to be ſubpœne 4 „each of 01 e 
X. Mr. Binns ſaid fie heard I was thereg und therefote he 
thought proper * W J eee Tuna des 2 
- Mr. REAbEG 33 _ 1&0 100 Fe 
So chat you come . to fay pe HE rele rithout 
having ever ſaid a word about what you. remember n any 


body, win once oY Mes. ae. . e 725 01 


A 


| = . 
an] tt reg Sid 62 — 4. di I A 
2. And not to apurlamentary aber b A,, No-, 8 
5 00 0). Non mn 186]; od won © 3 bit] 2 


ange FPutrirs Locas fur; I'M & C8 bol 


nnn 402 1 DLO) 11.1 DIO'S b GW 


0b : een by Nr. Rol r 51049 0 en 


2. What are you, Mr. Lucas? — A. An dates Ark. 
S. "Where de you live? <A. In Birmingham = 
775 you a member of an y political ſociet apt 5100 14 
AS o; 1 never was. n FG oB ie 5102 3 
ere ou "at the meet! ing be the S n public dende on 
: the 57 arch 2A. I was: one ol 4 zit! 3uods 
: & — 0 remember” Mr. Bians makings there ? 


129801 087. 1 as £5; A—1 129 
1 5 e part aid 50 os of b.. F hear this whole. 


Whit was the inning ” -of iff -? Mt ya Ol i | 


F cannot 17 5 my mem N E306 IH Io} o 00 gl 3 
LA: Tes. now} over 1 A 


7 — "3A 20 2 Define 42272 vhed, vans 2&7 KC 
0. What did he ay ea 1810 * zamo'[ AM tes A . 
8 alten reform was neceſſary. 0 


ba! D 


as 


9. Did be . means by which men Gould | 
deen to obtain it? 

A. 54 | by e e the Houſe e, 

e othe ns? 
| A No; my og were the ol Se 
3 id he We thing, to ea 
oF Pg 2 — il of univerſal . was 

= mans * wh iS 125 age W acknowledged ag. of 

Orlica. i 


ow Hd bs 6 be fo be! thing wore on: this ſubject? 2 


1 


2. Did he Soi der the in nd bis miniſters had eek 
that right to his en oe rs Newoor os oof 
Qt Were you attentiv ve his ſpeech? ? 
A. Not particularly ; yet I ons have remembered this | 
1 0d Ads wing debe e a 
e ſay any ing ag e or. me 
which: force might be neceflary to be uſed,» rt 1) | 
"A. 1 do got remember. f N Cee? <, 
2 Did he dy aby thing ve to the foldiers?,) 48 
K. He was p pointing out the difference. between foreign | 
| belies ang the bas of the country 1 the one he 8 
* intereſts of the country more at heart 1 
b oy Ta he ſay any Lis, more on this ſubject? 
o not reme er A thing more. 40h bib! 
"AN ny. thing ab dut HT 850 acting ainſt n > 
Not acting e, che people, t with thews Y 5 
„ 77 bis purpoſe 


18.2102 ate 
«ai ght of wialhy Jary and he bin of 
50 18-6 g bs 163 Iris 
Q. Did, _— £ ſaid en force apply to a refoent in in par- 
liament; ot to the liberty of the preſs, and the trial by juay ? 
A, A reform in parliament was, not mentioned at that ame, 
f 5 5 what time was it that a reform had.beeg,mentioned ? 
ſe ne was at the beginning of the Gen the other at 
E 804 18 4 4; 0 ch Hi ut 
2. id * in 3 ck . pee „ Teegmmend to the 
"Th conduct themſelves peaceably,. and abey Oy 
1205 repeatedly. F445 MV. TT nan. þ 
ad yQU;ARY.2C * a Me. Rings f,. * 
never ſaw. him. bef 0 411591 
1 2 wor did N next ſee him 2 ( og Fee 
K Some time ate warde, wien hoputs copy e thy n. 
Kiftggent into my * | 


. 


0 «@ 1 


N 0 . 1 ; 5 * 
N A4 x T hr fx os 
$4197 £55; 4X "BEL - % * 45 


IT * 


. Rang Lucas, 1 7 
Br bo I 
tere y Mr: Pe? aft . > 


' OO 
291 8 e e vs 1 * . 


* what ſort of aneritng aid you erer if would be? 
(Mr. Moartty odjected ad vn pear of the witneſs * 
euer anſwered it.) I US VP 
A. A political lecture. T 

L. That — —— Mr. Binns?-<A 
2 How many perſons were there in the toom 

„Janne tell; I did not count them. 


2. Say as nearly as you can gueſs? 7 2 YE 19 
A There might be forty or fifty, ß. * 

Was the room as fulſ as it could hold. 

. I don't know what you mean; it was pretty 2 : 
mis; Could you have ſtuck a pin between? A, Calc ain! 
0. Then the room was not as full as it would bold.— A1 
E Would it have held ſixty?— A. I do not Eno * 

. May I aſſt you, Did yo Rear all ce doctrines ? 

; I-was e all the Time 
** Did the lecture meer with your approbation? 
wu Mr. Romilly again objected to the queſti 85 5 as, . | 

Proper; bat Mr. Cb pre preſſing it, the witneſs. anſwered. ] 

It did not meet with my difapprobition. ” 

7 1 reading ſome inftruNtions the fil thing Fe? | 
eng 7115 231 v4 1430 5 

What was We purport them; en 16+ 2 
2 His inſtructions were 2 the people thy a: 

roform, in Ae was neceſſa | 


you pay a ny attention to o the inffruons?/ - x 


. Not particu 

430 eee IO of them?—A, I 40 Hot 
3 „ Walk read ſome'paſſages to you. Dq yu. de lea 
this? (reads) = Vu are always to reflect that yo xe 
proſing with the enemies of the human fer. 9 . 
. Ido nor recolleRt'this. © Sg nm, FT 
Not for yourſelves, merely ; for 3 you may not ſee Us ful 
3 of. liberty ; but for the child eaſt ging on the breaſt > and 
that the que ok, whether the next ration ſhall” ire or 
not, may greatly depend on the witſoo and "integri of your 
kw! in the enerous miſſion which you and) W 


Fepgties mow ep Yolirſelves,”. 6 2 » 
| 0 


101 


Shel 


( 6 

2, Do you recollect nothing of all this ? 

A. No; I don't recollect a word about a child. 8 

| Reads)— e You are to ſtrain every power of a mind to 
awaken the ſleeping ſpirit of Liberty j you are to call upon 
our fellow citizens to be ready with us, to purſue our com- 
Hop if it muſt be to the ſcaffold l7 107 | 
2: Do you remember theſe words? | Su % be 


1 | 5 


No; none of theeeeem . 

> Thea, yo recollet nothing but ebe was e kt to en- 
force, Fi 48 080 ty of arfiamenta reform. -By what 
means did you ay this reform was to be obtained? 5 

A. They were to petition the Houſe of Commons. - : 
9218 Did. be fe ſay what was to be done, in caſe that means 
alled | 
2. Do you mean to ſwear that you ele 5 ting 
that YT > . 
As. Not every. Aion, nor every wor, 
Q: How long was he ſpeaking ?—A. About an the. : 
FK Fon do not reco}le& all che words? 3 

1 might have been ſaid, which, 1 40 not fo 
recollect, 5 

7 85 Did he ſay any thing 90 the king, or | bis miviſters?“ 12 


6 Win you ſwear aa of his ſpeech, he 
; a nth the, king or his miniſters? | _ 
my 49 5 not 2 — 5 that. Hut I Hear be ad not fay 


: what: is in the indi ment concernin them. 1 
15 7775 e was Aae the Wee between ſoldiers 


of he une. and foreign. MASS 3 What was it that | gave 


Tif e 10.10? i), y 
f dnnet Fgeechett; I 58 1 ot "pretend" to give every 


parti SiS $i [15.421 
| vp. have told us that the foldis ers would 44 in defence 
4 OS, Hf the. Poſſe and the TRE Dy Jurys. now Nen 
ve xiſe to is 2 ii 8 Aber wy 7 
to A. Mat gave ne to it was ng the liberty 'of th 
o of 0 e FN Jury Tk hr be 9 05 e time or other in 
danger, and he f. 0 2 parliamentary form Wulf fecure 
them. 8 
Q. Did he FF OE danger? 
A. No; he on they migbt be in danger. He ſaid the 
| foldiers would af the people if they were i N 
* How 2 ave you known What to 407 3 Ne 
Not 


12 . 
; "4 


L 
% Ps 


( 63 ) 
10 Not till chis moment. in idti e voy off 
2 Who — ofthe ind; ment? | 
A. Mr, Binns, + 55 e 
8 Then: you did not know whs | motel, 
AJ. . gates ver well what 1 7 . cn for. 3 but did, not 
know what I mult fay. 1 could not tell what 3 


be put to me. 0 n 1 0 meme nov ot * 
Q. Did you not ſay yeſterday, | t you new. 
WA 8 about the matter? 
„I might ſay I could be 6 if Title ute t to o Mr. * ay 
„ Why. then were, 11 100 chat your lde net Ta | 


(e 
4 
+ 
— 
: 


_ 


be of little. uſe to Mr. N inns YOY . l 2 5 or) 
4 Becauſe my recollection is not ſtrong. F 
Do you mean to ſay W recelſection in not to be 
relied on? — 4. No. 3 Ln bi, 
a Bs 7 4 de Fo h 
A. It is to be depended upon as far as it goes. bi 18005 
Q.: How often have your read the indiEtment 10 1 A 
re 20965912 2gw anol woll 
Q. When did you telt Mr. Nor what you could f ay 2 1 
8 3 3 never told him. 1990 3vV8 g. Tas TIO 
Be - Who took your examination.——A. Mr. Toei, 2153 
bu And that was the firſt time A. Fes. or — 2 
eic 0 echte Roar. 943 wow N 2 


vou before th: faid, you had 50 
9 1 Boats had 9 that! | was” there, Jad os ing? 


Q. What did you mean by Jour, ew 


ſtrong , ;7} 2 WIN VEL UL 
. T tag Mat YEnnbt' recollock the particulaf Words. 
2. Can you tell. what was the title of the inſtruWighiz 


oF o. 2 Join 

Q. Was i. Inſtructions to citizen John Gale es :s 
4 8 No; 1 think i it was to both. 03 3y80 us 

"Mr. Licas—on your oath, and'as yoy awed ho ks 

| hdered as an honeſt man, do you think chat” What was” ſail 


. 917 11 £ 30 voy wlll 7 SS 


| ut, f 7 0 applied to parliamentar reform, or the 870 of 
ee Bod tre e e ee ae 


. 


Joun: 1 fern, ot ict. 0 


bin 1 * [Examined by Nur. ERAG EA. od oH > 


Q Where ds ou live = ti Birmint bt 8151510 
9 you | 8 N Gee 


— 
— — I —„—- n ——— CC kr 
. 


| ry G3: 
| 70: ene Agent eo the Liverpool werkes. 
A . . Mr. Cors. - Hd 


; G. Have your not been in court Sutin ng p pare of the iriat £ 
A. No; I have been in the garden with the other witneſſes; 
{The witneſſes on both fides were ordered out of court; as 
5 ſoon as the j Jury were TO. mo , 


* 19 
Mr. READ Rx. „ I CAFR 1 


Q. Are you a Sabo: of any dane Ee J—_ 
: 2 wr you at the meeting, at:the Swan publi c 4s ? 
was. 
Sy Were you there at the beginning of Mr. e s ſpeech? 
LE 3 1 was there before be came in. 
Did you hear the whole of his ſpeech ? 
” Yes; I was near Mr, Bings Al oft tn, 94 Mete 
with conſiderable attention? | 
Q. What did he begin with? | | 
3 2 began by reading the Sins 450 contig 
upon them. 
Q. Did you hear him ſay Abo wal, fp 
ments, and nr ane 24. . in 1 
Q. What did he ſay of them? 
A. He ſpoke of — as the only 4 eta. me 
Q. By what means was this refarm to be 1 N | 
A. By legal and peaceable means; by nen . 7; 
| Houſe of Commons. 
Q. Did he talk of uſin force 4. No. 135 
Q. If he had, could it have eſcaped your notice 2 
A. I think it muſt have materially ſtruck me. 
Q. Did he ſpeak of its being practicable? | 
A. Yes; he pointed out that it was dene; and an- 
ſwered ſome objeCtions to it, 
| 24 at were the objerRions 3 
ere were ſeve but I do not r remember Rs 
2. Did he ſay any ching about Corſica? 
A. Ves; he mentioned ſomethin of bis maje 170 | bis 
miniſters having granted itt Corfita; and therefore be did 
not ſee any reaſon ſt might not be granted to this country. 
Bid he ſay that his majeſty and his 'Minifters ſaw no 
reaſon py it it might not be granted to the people of this 
country 
4. No; he ſaid that h (Mir. Binns) fave no _ Ke. 


B ut, 


: 
„ 
5 
1 
! 
d 
7 


s 3-444 M1491 (1455. +; 


7 


( 65. ) 


Q But, did 'be ſay that his majeſty. had granted 150 Cor- 


"few and yet withheld it from his natural . 
A. No; he ſaid no ſuch thin | 
Q. If he had, could it have ks your potice 7 a * 
A. Noz it could not. 1 
Q. In diſcuſſing the ſubject of " parliaments T, tary aa 
he ſay any thing of the treaſon and (edition, bil? 
A. Nothing, that I recollect. 
Do you recollect any thing goncerning the trial by 
jury; and the liberty o i the an —4. Les. ; 
What? | l 
A. He ſaid, if any miniſter ſhould be dating enough to take 
away the trial. by jury, and the freedom of the prece „ And 
afterwards bring the ſoldiers upon the. people, to force 50 8 
to ſubmiſſion, to things oppoſite to the conſtitution, . be 
there "hy not a perſon in the toom, but would the 5 ſt 
drop of his blood f in defence of his hts 1 
L. So that what he ſaid about "for rce,. applied: to 
when we might be deprived o of the E of mY Jer Jake 
trial . jury ? — 4. It did. 
Do you mean to ſpeak N as to | the : words, or 
the iy ect bal) 4. e dz ject onl 
n treating the ſubject of eee rs he 
Kh of any other means, than ee Ao . 1 
Q. Did you know Mr. Binns? ings n! 1. io 
A. No; never ſaw him before. 
2. Had you a copy of the indictment 4. Ye, 


non ACK L 


— * - 


Q. Are you ſure that what was ſaid re 77 Fr fo te ppl Med 


to > the PI of the preſs and trial by) jury k. 22 a e. 
Pp . 

: 1 3 E . 

Jou Fawkanzn,. 4401 50 bd 


\ # 
221 


[Crof-exanined by M.. Ppncrval,), | . e N 


2. Are you a wember of any ae club 2. ge No. 


Q. Have you been i Ne he habit of attending public moetings | 


* a No. iy 9511 inf 
Q v take any notes of e of this meet», 
ing,,or what you. beard, —4. 

7. N. £ e tell. 


2314 8 92 iQ” 


„ Bings. what you knew; dQ ic 


Q. When did y you firſt know that your aKſtance 8 | be ; 


4 here f- 1 
98 N „ 2 You 


pow” —— —K—Ä———— —— — — — — — — 
1 — - 
© eee r . * wp 300 oh 


— . * Oe oa — gre 4 4. — 
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„ 
Q. You were hot here at the laſt aflizes?  - 
A. rl but not as an evidence. | 
Q. Did Fou hear Mr. Jones's trial ? | 
A. 1 was preſent in the court about Half an hour. 
2. When did you receive a copy of the indietment? 
A. About three weeks ago. 
Q. Did you ever repeat to any body what you Knew. 
A. Never; but I retained it in my mind. 5 
Who gave you the copy of the indiftment? | | 
A. Mr. Belcher. - 
: Q, In what caſe do you 4 Mr. Binns talked of ag 
drce? 
A. In caſe of an attempt to eſtabliſh deſpotiſmy and to take 


away the liberty of the preſs and trial by jury. 


Did he fay any thing of the repreſentation of Cornwall, 
or coland ?—. 1 do not recollect that he di. 
Q. Or about people going to the ſcaffold, or to the field, | 


or about blood flowing ? 


A. He faid ſomething about blood ſtreaming from the ſcaffold, 
Q. What were his words; endeavour to reeellect? 
4. cannot recolledt the expreffions, but ſuppoſe. it was to 

be in defence of their tights and liberties. 
Q. You ſay he began by reading ſome infiraQioris 3 now 
can 12 8 any pages from thoſe inſtructions? 15 
cannot. 6 
©. Do you think you might recollect any, were they read to 
you?. Poſbbly 1 might. 
(Reads) 4 Vou are always to reflect that yon are wreſtling 


| with the enemies of the human race! 


Q. Do you recolle& this ?—A. I think I do. | 
(Reads) “ It behoves you, notwithſtanding, to convince 
the timid, that no fears are to be entertained reſpecting the legal 
conſequences of the information of ſpies, fince the ſecurity of 


te friends of reform is in the legality of their r ro 


ceedings:” 
1 Helis this | | R 

(Reads) “ The deſign of the . articles i is to remove - 
miapprehenfions relative to the ſafety of our aſſociation, under 
the new laws. This part of your miſſion effected, you are to 
= evety power of your mind, to we the fceping ir 
of liberty. ; 5 

4.1 Winke Ido remember that. | 

"ache You * call upon our flow rien wo be 
I , 


NR 


j 


3 
22 with us to purſue c our common objec, if i it muſt be t to 
affold.“ EY 


A. I rather think this was. . 
. « Or to the field, at the hazard of extermination.” 5 


4. I think Ido recolle&t this. 
"Mer. Rraven.. 


Q Did ou ; conſider the inſtructions as addreſſed to Mr. 
Binns ?—4, Ves. 
Q. You recolle& his faying esche about blood; was 
it after, or before he mentioned the ſoldierß ? 
1 4 you?—4, No 
as any ever examine — bod # 
2. Not even Nr. Tomes 74. Na. Io 172 # 


© . S ; 


Taouas Clark worn, ? oO. 
t [Examined by Mr. ROMILLY.] 1 


. What are you?. A (choglimaſter. 1 8 
Where do you live ?-4, In Newhall-ſtreet. 
2 Are you an houſekeeper, —4. Ves. 
Did you live there in March laſt — J. I did. 
- Q. Were you preſent at the meeting at the Swan n public 
Q Did you fee Mr, Binus there? —A. I. did.” 
29 Were you preſent all the time? 
Ves; was there before him, and went when he d; d. 
Q. Then you heard the whole of his ſpeech ?—A. I did. 
Had you ever ſeen him before 4. Never, 
C. What was the ſubject of his diſcourſe ? 33 
2 A patliamentary reform. 5 
Q. By what means was this to be obtained? 
A. By peaceable and legal means; by einn the 
Houſe of Commons. | 
Q. Did he ſpeak of any other means .. 
5 7 * Did he recommend peaceable conduct? . 30893 3 
Very forcibly. © 
Q. Did he £25: OI force —4. dyn no eee. 
Do you mean to ſwear that he did not? 
. I do; I was very attentive. pH 19 


Did he ſay an thin about Corſiea? ) 
L 0 . 5 e 


Pee 
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DEP. © 6 . 


4. Talking of the Wee of what he was recom 


mending, namely, annual parliaments. and univerſal ſuffrage 


he ſaid that his mejeſty had granted them to the people of 


Corſica; he alſo ſaid that ſome of the States of Americs | hed 
practiſed that mode of repreſentation. _ 
Q. What elſe ?—/. Nathing relative to Corfica. 

Did he ſay, that his majeſty and his miniſters. were well 
convinced that univerſal ſuffrage, and annual parliaments, 
were moſt conducive to the happineſs of the — | | 

A. No; he ſaid that be himſelf was convinced. 

2. B you think you ſhould have heard him if he had Gd 
It ?—. I certainly ſhould. 55 

Q. Did he ſay any thing of his natural ſubjeQs ? - 

A. Nothing that I remember. | 

Q. Or any thing gd the ene not t aging againſt the 
people ?.—4. He did. | 

Q. What was it? 7 

A. It was after thoſe circumſtances which be ſuppoſed 


might happen. 


. Now will you tell us what thoſe. circumſtances were 


N .! he ſuppoſed might happen? 


A. He ſaid that if government ſhould deprive 8 of 
the trial by jury and the liberty of the preſs, and ſtop up 


every avenue to diſcuſſion and enquiry, in ſuch a eaſe he hoped 


there was not a citizen in the room that would not be willing 
to loſe the laſt drop of his blood in defence ceo theſe _ - 
vileges. 
Counſel, Continue. GAPS DIE, 
Fitneſs. He ſaid: that if the Py Fae LET 
Counſel. Stay—Did this follow r 
A. Not immediately: it did follow. A1 
Coun/el, Proceed. oh : | 
itneſs, If the ſoldiers were cilled's upon: to Gow on the 


| ee while ſtruggling in the cauſe of Weng oy Yano 


not be willing to act in them. 
Q. Was that all? | | | | 
A. | believe it was. 4 
Q. You ſay this did not immediately folded but that ſome- 


thing was ſaid between ; now did it relate to the liberty of the 
Preſs and the trial by jury, or to a reform in parliament ? 


A. It related to neither : I think it related to the introdue- 
tion of foreign of troops. 
Q.: Which hal been laſt mentioned M4. I do not knows 
Q. Wha 


0 


* What do you ah derſtaßz by the e ſtruggling i in the | 


caule of liberty and the ſoldiers being unwilling | 40 fire km 
them? 


4. I underſtand this —that if the ſoldiers were eien upon g 


to fire on the people, while contending for the liberty of the 


preſs, and the trial by Jury—that, 1 in ſuch a caſe, they would 
not act againſt then. 
Q. Did he talk of it as what had already happened, or only 
as a ſuppoſable caſe ? — 

A. Only as a ſuppoſable caſe—his words were, 6 oh it 
ſhould hay ppen.? 
Q. What did he ſay reſpecting . 1 | 

A. That government was introducing foreign troops, who, 
not having relations and friends in the country, to whom 
they were attached, would be ready to. execute any orders 
their ſuperiors might give them; but if the defence of the 
country was entruſted to thoſe who had relations and friends, 
| they would feel an intereſt in the preſervation of liberty. 

And this was ſaid in the interval? 4. Ves. 

Q. Have you made uſe of the exact words, or the ſenſe on] TY 

A. To the beſt of my recollection, they are the exact words 
and I would juſt- obſerve, that I have had netking! to aſſiſt 

my memory but the indictment. 


Let us underſtand you do you mean to fay, that what 


was ſaid reſpecting force, related to a time when the people 
might be deprived of the liberty of the preſs and trial by _ 
A. Exactly fo, ' 5 
Q. Are you a member of any political ſociety ? IE, 
A. Il am not; 1 do not en chat en is LG ſuch ſociety 
now #®, 
. You was a Wende 


A. Ves; but I believe the ſociety is diſſolved—1 never 


attended more than ſix nights. 
Were you a member before Mr. bias came to Bir- 
mingham ? ?— 24, No. 


1 


2. When was the next time that ow ſaw Mr, Dinns 


after the een 


* It _—_ pleaſure I * announce, that there is a Socfety- in Biraing: 
ham, and that it daily increaſes in numbers. If reſpectability is to be 
attached to moral rectitude, rather than to worldly wealth, they may con- 
tend for Ry with the molt opulent. If the F riends of Keform 
in Birmingham were to organize themſelves, and boldly dechare their ſen- 
Uments, its enemies would ſoon hide their diminiſhed heads, 


"#x 7 


1 
4. I aw him ſome time after, when he was beſore the 
N at the Public Office. 
2 When did you receive a copy of the inditment ? | Bt, 
4. Soon wiet Mr. Bins had + „ | 


| Trouas Cn; | 
| [Crofi-examinel by Mr. Coxz. 155 


. Have you many ſcholars 4. Not many. 
¶ Do you teach them latin and greek A. No. 
Q. You teach them politics, I ſuppoſe ? 5 
4. No; I teach them writing and reading. | 
Q. You teach them writing and reading, and you 80 to 
leara politics of Mr, Binns ? 
A. I do not go any where to learn politics, _ 
Q. Was it not to learn politics that you went to the 
meetings of the ſociety? You ſay you attended but fix 
nights — 4. Only fix nights at the utmoſt, 
2. Was it not becauſe the focicty never met more thas fix 
ww 


attendance. 4 
Q. Do you mean to tell us you have Altered your politics ? 


A. If you mean to ſay that I have me my political 
3 you are miſtaken, 
. You are not a member now? | 
A. I do not know whether they have eraſed x my 1 name or 
not, but I have not attended lately. £ 
Q. What was the principal ſubje&t of Mr. Binng's dif. 
courte—was it not a reform in parliament ?. Yes. 
Q. You faid ſomething about the trial by jury, and the 5 
liberty of the preſs; and that, in a ſuppolable ale, the bel | 
diers would not act againſt the people? 
A. Not if they ſhould be contending for the trial by jury, 
and liberty of the preſs. 
Q. But you faid afterwards it had no relation 69 this . 
A. I ſaid it did not immediately follow it. 
Q. Pray what did immediately follow? _ -- 
A. Some obſervations on the introduction of foreign crops, 
Q. How-came this ſubject to be introduced? 
A. I believe it was becauſe it had been diſcuſſed a little | 


before in parliament, | 
2. You 


. I am certaia the ſociety has met ſince L diſcontinued my . 


4x 9 
2. You had a copy of the indiQtment ? 


A. Yes; a printed copy.. 
L. Who gave it you A. Mr. Binns. 


L. And he put it into, your bands, for the poets: & "yy | 


proving it, if you could, with a ſafe conſcience? 
N. row It was his intention to ſubpoena me, and there- 
0 1 wiſhed a copy. 
0. Have you a copy hoer you A. 5 believe I dave. 
0. Be fo good as to ſhew it me? 
[ The witneſs here delivered a copy.] 

Q. Why have you made obſervations 1 in the margin? | 
A. To refreſh my memory. _ 
[The defendant's counſel wiſhed to have the mar ina! age 
read ;. this the counſel for the proſecution del 
1 "When were theſe obſervations made ? | 

A. I had made ſimilar ones on a former copy, wt! whe 
that was worn out, I procured another. 

2. Did you not make theſe obſervations laſt night, = 
ſupper with Mr, Binns?—A. No. 


0. On your dath—how Jong i is it ſince you! made ber 5 


A. Cannot tell exactly. 72 

iis Is it a fortnight ? A. Much more. N 129 | 
Did you not ſhew thoſe notes to Mr. Be NFL OD 

A. I never did, to him, or any other perſon, for Le hou 

it would be very improper. - 


0. Did you not ſup with Mr. Binns laſt night 1 heard | 


there was a jovial meeting ? PHY 
A. No, 1 did not; 1 fupped at a friend's hooſe, n 
2, Did you ſee him laſt night, or yeſterday ? A. 1 did. 
2. Were you at a houſe Wenn me N of . — oft 


a late occaſion ? I 1353 


A. I had not that. 3 5 
L. Does Mr. Binns live there? —A. No. | Fa, 
C 1 beliere the Cornge of Content contains many deen 
_ ple? 
ris 0 it contains a very happy. family... 


ur examination ? 


A. He only. adviſed me to be cool and colleed * 


CW — 


Thad the honor of W with a party of . 2 
previous to my trial. 


"Mr, 


1611194 „ * 4 


3 Did Mr. Binns "over infirult-yourbow 29: anner 


7 
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4 
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"I 72 3 
Mr. Coke. That was very good advice, coming from Mr. 


t or any other perſon *. 
J. Do you know, Mr. Clark where the county of Corn- 
wall is eee 2—A. 
"oo Did Mr. Binns e Cornwall! Fo troy ns | 
A. Very likely. I know he mentioned Old Sarum,—{ Hers 
was @ loud laugh from every part of the Gurt.] 
© 2. Didhe ſay how the county of Cornwall came to have 
ſo many members; was it by their ſpirit of eee to op- 
| preſſion A. Do not recollect. | 
Did he name the king's miniſters?” 
| A; 1 rather think he did. e 
2 What id he ay of chen. 
That they had been favourable to the 80 of par= 
liamentary reform, before they got into place, but not fince +. 
2, Did he lay (for it might very naturally happen 1) that his 
majeſty or his miniſters were convinced that annual | 1 
wore moſt conducive to the happineſs of his ſubject 745 
= = I do not remember any ſuch 9 775 jon. 3 ve 


LEED 


Mr. RoutLLY,” e 

Mr. Clark I ſhall notaſk you a ſtring of fe at AI 
as my leaned friend has dene ; but all confine mylelf to the 
evidence. 
Le.. Had you not cer copy of the e —4. Yes. 
2. Were the obſervations the ſame on both? 
A. The fame in ſubſtance, perhaps not exaRly. the ſame 
words; I am deſirous they ſhould: be read. 
L. You continued but a very ſhort time a member of the 
ſociety A. But a very ſhort tine. 
2. How long had it exiſted before uu. Binns s came? 
A. I Cannot tell. 7 INNS e s 


* Tall adviſed. bim wot to loſe his, temper, at any imperüänent aveſ. - 
| tions, which might be put to him by the counſel! for the crown, Altho' 
the witneſs did not mention this, he ſeems not to have forgotten it. 

+ This has been too often the caſe,” and ought to teach the people of 
England to place their hopes where they cannot be diſappointed, namely, 
on their own exertions. If they aſſociate, the public WIL IL, will ſoon be 
known and declared, and when declared, muit be obeyed. Governments | 
by 5 x to obey the public will; and the laws of governments are obeyed, 

ng preſumed to be the wiſh-of the MAJORITY. - | 
F Ir MIGHT VERY NATURALLY HAPPEN,” is it not very 
2 that 1 ſhould be indicted for fo ſaying ? Tt} 


Endof the Evidence far the Defendant; ht. 
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A1 iu it pleaſe your Lordhip—Gentlemen of the Fury, = 


e et 
rity that I ſball not trouble you with many obſervations; and 


indeed many do not ſeem to me to be neceſſary: and as to 
what Mr. Romilly has ſaid, complaining of hardſhip on ac- 


count of the ſhortneſs with which I opened, I think my 
friend has fully juſtified me by the length into which he has 
gone. I forbore, gentlemen, becauſe if the words be proved 
to have been ſpoken, as ſtated in the indictment, it is im- 
poſſible for any one to ſuppoſe it is not a crime; and indeed, 
my learned friend does not come here to deny it: he does 
not pretend to deny that it would be higfly criminal, if the - 


* 


words were ſpoken; but he comes here to deny and diſprove 
the words *. Ho far he has been able to do this, muſt be 
lefty gentlemen, to your determination. 
In one inſtance my learned friend has certainly miſtaken 
me: he has made many obſervations on my calling the 


Principle of ſacrificing our lives for poſterity a bad principle, 


a monſtrous doctrine, and a falſe philoſophy. I did fay, 
gentlemen,” and I till think that it is a falſe philoſophy, and 


a dangerous principle, to ſacrifice the intereſts of the pre- 
ſent day to futurity—to take care of poſterity at the expence 
of our preſent connexions. The ſource of. all our bleflings 
and enjoyments, is in the natural propenſities and affections 
of the human heart; and it is not by ſtifling theſe emotions, 


theſe ſenſibilities implanted by nature, but by giving them 


full ſcope, that we are to look for the birth of real and ge- 


nuine patriotiſm ; for what is patriotiſm, but thoſe homg af - 


fections of the heart, expanded to embrace more diſtant ob- 


jects. This is the natural progreſs of principle -a man be- 
gins by being a good ſon, a good huſband, a good father, and 


next a good citizen; and thus be goes on to improve thoſe' 
principles, which God. has planted in his nature. 1 


Thoſe who wiſh to ſtifle this principle of morality, ſtop 
up the ſources of our deareſt enjoyments; and that which 


* Not ſo much to diſprove the words, as to proye the ; 


1 1 they 


which they were uttered, and thereby to prove, the INTENTION, 


— 


o 


* 1 % 


they introduce in its ſtead, muſt lead to conſequences which 
juſtify me in calling it a falſe philoſophy. But, gentlemen, - 
I do not think the farther diſauſſion of this ſubject worthy 
your attention. It will be more proper to direct your atten- 
tion to that ſubject, on which yeu are called upon, in the 
moſt folemn manner, to decide according to the evidence. 
Gentlemen, you will pleaſe to obſerve, that the queſtion 
at iſſue does not reſt upon the identity of the words, as 
Hated in the indictment, but upon the application of the words. 
By admitting this, my learned friend has ſaved me a great 
deal of trouble. I am ready te admit, that the witneſſes for 
the proſecution have in ſome degree varied; have given va- 
ious readings, as it were, of the indictment; and, in this re- 
ſpect, have fallen into a very natural error, which ought by 
no means to invalidate the weight of their evidence; eſpe- 
cially when you confider, gentlemen, that this error. has been 
corrected: by the defendant's own witneſſes, 7 
- . Thoſe particulars in which our witneſſes have failed, have 
© been proved by the witneſſes of the defendant himſelf. This 
being the nature of the caſe, ſuffer me to lay before you the 
only queſtion for your conſideration ; and that is, Whether 
the witneſſes on our ſide, or the witneſſes on the part of 
the defendant, are moſt correct, as to the application of the 
words, This, gentlemen, is the queſtion ; not whether the 
words paſſed, but whether they were applied to this or to that 
ſubject. The words, gentlemen, I mean, are thoſe reſpecting 
the « ſoldiers,” and « uſing foree;“ and you are to decide 
whether they were ſpoken as applicable to a reform in par- 
 liament, or to the liberty of the preſs and trial by jury. 
Now, in the firſt place, it becomes material to compare 
the degree of credit you will be inclined to give to the 
witneſſes on the one ſide, and on the other, It has been, I 
think, elearly proved, by both ſides, that the great object of 
his miſſion, had no immediate relation to the liberty of the 
preſs, or the trial by Jurys for theſe were not conſidered as 
attacked ; but bis buſineſs, as a delegate, was to enforce the 
neceſlity of Parliamentary Reform, and to eſtabliſh correſ- 
ponding Societies, for the promotion of that object. The 
witneſſes, on both ſides, tell you this was the ſubject, and 
leading ſeature of his diſcourſe. In this, gentlemen, they are 
all agreed; and it now remains for you to deeide, whether 
the words in queſtion were, or were not applicable to it. 
It will be impoſſible for me to follow the witneſſes for 
the defendant through the whole of the evidence, neither 


oy 


1 „ | 
witneſſes refer the words in queſtion to the liberty of the 
preſs. and trial by jury, but the laſt witneſs, Mr. Clark, 
differing) from them, and indeed differing from truth, tells 
you it related to the introduction of foreign troops: here, 
you ſee, gentlemen, the witneſſes materially. differ. Great 
pains have indeed been taken to procure a ſufficient number 
of witneſſes , but, in this inſtance, they have: been rather 
unlucky: a greater number of witneſſes hare been brought 
than ever were before, in a cauſe of this nature, in this court. 
Mr. Romilly ſaid, that one of my witneſſes muſt be guilty ef 
perjuryz becauſe he ſaid that the word was anſet, inſtead of 
outſet. I am ſurprized my learned friend ſhould ſay this man 
mult be guilty of: fo heinous a crime as wilful perjury, on ſo 
flight a circumſtance, The only thing this: trifling variation 
proves, is, that the witneſs had not learned his part. 
The circumſtances connected with the evidence of the laſt 
witneſs, on the part of the defendant, are indeed material, and 
give more room for ſuſpicion. He comes here, with a copy) 
of the indictment in bis hand- put into his hand not te 
prove, but to diſprove the words. What would my leatned 
- friend have ſaid, if our witneſſes had come with copies of the 
| Indictment; would he, or would you, gentlemen, have he- 
| Heved one word they might have ſaid? Would you-not have 
believed they had been learning their leſſon by heart ? Could 
00 have believed that ſuch witneſſes deſerved your credit, as 
honeſt men. No; it muſt have materially- diſcredited their 


evidence. It is worth while, gentlemen, to 'obſerve what 


was done with reſpe& to the firſt witneſs : Mr. Binns called 
and put a copy of the indictment into his bands, without 
waiting even to ſpeak a word; 'but-knowing he had put it into 
ſafe hands, he tells his attorney he might ſubpœna this man 
without examination: now is it likely that the defendant 
would have been at the expence of bringing this witneſa, with 
out once enquiriog whether he knew any thing of the matter, 
as it is pretended he did. I do not take upon me to day that 
this man is guilty of perjury, but I muſt ſay he is not entitled 
to your credit, under circumſtances fo ſuſpicious, When you 
reflect, gentlemen, that ſix witneſſes come here without hav+ 
ing ever had any converſation with each other, without, come 
paring notes, and agree with ſuch accuracy, with reſpect to 
If I had deeined it neceſſary, I might have brought three times the 
number, without being at great pains” to procure them, 

1 12 EE. 
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the general expreſſions, which they fwear to; nt agreeing as 
to the ſenſe, and varying as to the particular expreffion, as is 
the cafe: with the witneſſes for the proſecution ; you cannot, 
gentlemen, if you have any knowledge of buſineſs, or of the 
human heart, believe that theſe men ſpeak from their own 
recollection, but muſt ſpeak in conſequence of uniform pre- 
vious inſtruction. F ih % 405 e401} iA ke: S664, x at 

Gentlemen, the nature of the evidence for the defendant is 
for the moſt part merely negative, and this ought to make a 
due impre{fion on your minds. Of many material points they. 
can only ſay they do not recollect ſuch expreſſions-. wo 
witneſſes have poſitively ſworn that the defendant faid his ma-; 
jeſty had refuſed annual parliaments and univerſal: ſuffrage to 
his natural ſubjects, the people of this country. Ihe wit- 
neſſes for the defendant can only ſay to this, that they do 
not remember ſuch words; and, upon this teſtimony, you 


are called upon to believe (if it be poſſible you can) that the 


words were not ſpoken. n. 

The bare circumftance of a man ſtanding up in a public 
manner, to give lectures on political dabjerd, and appearing 
in the character of a delegate, with inſtructions in his hand, 
pointedly addreſſed to the meeting, was alone ſufficiently 


novel and extraordinary, to have attracted particular and pub- 


lic notice; for this was a more uncommon thing than any 
part of the proceedings; and yet, when theſe witneſſes are 
examined, with reſpect to what they recollect of theſe inſtrue- 
tions, their memory is exceedingly defeCtive, they can ſcarcely 
remember a ſingle ſentence ; and why? the reaſon I thin 
is pretty evident—they were not inſtructed to carry this in 
their minds; and yet, ſome part of the inſtructions contain 
paſſages ſo ſtriking, that it is truly aſtoniſhing that men, who 
have ſo exact and retentive memories in other reſpects, ihould 
retain, no traces of theſe in their minds. I ſhall repeat one 
or two of the paſſages; and, gentlemen, I think you will 
agree with me, that they were calculated to produce a very 
deep impreflion. (Reads.) J 
'& This part of your miſſion effected, you are to ſtrain 
every power of your mind, to awaken the ſleeping ſpirit of 
liberty; you are to call upon pur fellow citizens to be ready, 
with us, to purſue our common object, if it muſt be to the 
ſcaffold; or rather (if our enemies are deſperate enough to 
bar up every avenue to enquiry and diſcuſſion) to the field, 


at the hazard of extermination ; convinced, that pg temper 


1 


| Teſs. devided: than this, will ſuffice: to regain liberty, from a 


bold uſurping faction. DED d 
Of this remarkable quotation; the witneſſes had not the 

ſlighteſt recollection; but they have likewiſe forgotten ano- 

ther, which is, if poſſible, ſtil more ſtriking. 1 rie 


4 Vou are always to reflect, that you are Wreſtling with 


tive in ſome things, while they retain even the flighteſt minu- 


A oro teins tor Frey witnelles for the profecu= = 
tion have poſitively ſworn in the affirmative, and have con 
firmed it by evidence .which carry every, appearance ol 
truth; and it is only attempted to be diſproved by the nega- 
tive kind of evidence, which I juſt now mentioned. Of the 
different degree of credit to which theſe kinds of evidence 
are entitled, 1 have already ſufficiently enlarged; and as T' 
cannot ſuppoſe, that the leaſt ſhadow of doubt can poſſibly 
remain on your minds on this ſubject, I ſhall not take ug 
Gentlemen, you muſt ſee the propriety of producing theſe 
apers in evidence; they tend materially to confirm the 
truth of 'the teſtimony of Mr. Gueſt. and Mr, ' Sutton, and 
they contain expreſſions of the ' ſame import with ſome of 
thoſe in the indictment, and have not been contradicted by a 
ſingle witneſs for the defendant. ys | 8 
| fee, gentlemen, you are almoſt tired; permit me, how- 
er, before | conclude, to make a few obſervations on the 
Fredibility of the witneſſes ; and once more let me remind 
| | 1 . 
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| yon; that you dave not to decide as to the particular words 
made uſe of, as my learned friend admits, and as his lordſhip | 


will inform you, but only as to their application. 
My learned friend ſeems to triumph in the number of his 
witneſſes; but he well knows that two witneſſes are as good 
as two hundred *. He ſays he ſhould not be ſurpriſed if. his 


witneſſes varied as to particular expreſſions, but that he 


thould not like them the lels on that account., It would 
have been handſome to have made the ſame allowance on my 
account, and to have extended that indulgence to others which 
he demanded for, himſelf, Tal ities ef] 


2 20 * 
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The firſt objection which is made to the credibility, of oux 


| witneſs is, that he took notes; but it appears that one of the 


witneſſes for the defendant alſo took notes; but I do not 
fee that they are the leſs entitled to credit on this account. 


Mr. Gueſt ſays he took notes for the purpoſe of refreſhing 
t Jays AT; & 


his memory; and it appears he. brought them with him at 
. the laſt aſſizes 4, but now, not conceiving them neceſſary, 


becauſe he well knew the contents, he had left them at home:; 
there is nothing in all this that can impeach the, veracity of 


* + 'S 


- and Mr, Wooldridge, it is fuilgieot to remark, that they 
ns 


were'not preſent dur 


e could have heard nothing but partially: but 
this o 8 eſles 


being ſufficient for any legal purpoſe ; and whether it is more 
* The may in the eye of the law, yet not in the judgment of the 
jury, Docs i not ſometimes happen that reaſon and common ſenſe are 
in oppoſition to law, and courts of law? PETS LO ab 
1 + Sec Gueſt's croſs · examination, page 20. l 

8 likely 


- 
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likely that two men only ſhould be found, or that many ſhould 


agree in the ſame ſtory, and the ſame. words, muſt be left, 
gentlemen, to van Aci. gn - 
Gentlemen, great pains have been taken by my learned 
friend to perſuade you that the variations in the evidence and 
the indictment are material, and ſuch as deſtroy the credi-. 
bility of their teſtimony, - I cannot believe you will attach 
ſo mueh weight to theſe variations; but that they will appear 
to you ſuch errors, as men, ſpeaking from the belt of their re- 
collection, will naturally fall into; as, for ipſtance, the words 
onſet and outſet; which, in this context, cannot alter the 
ſenſe, but may very well be conſtrued to mean juſt the 
ſame thing. 5 ˙· TS as 
Gentlemen, you have now the whole of the evidence be- 
fore you; and you are carefully to weigh and aſcertain the 
degree of probability or certainty, which teſults' therefrom, 
in connexion with the paper of inſtructions which you have 
heard read: you will conſider what words have been proved, 
as ſtated in 4 indictment, and what importance ought to be 
attached to the variations in the evidence: you'will confider 
tne credibility of the witneſſes, on the one ſide and on the 
other you are to conſider, whether two men of fair cha- 
racters, would, of their own accord, and /eeming(y without 
any intereſted motives, come here to perjure themſelves: you 
are to determine and diſtinguiſh the different degrees of credit 
to which perſons are entitled, who ſpeak to what they de 
know, in preference to thoſe who peak on y from what they 
do not know: and after duly weighing all thefe circumſtan- 
ces, you are to give your verdict accordingly... (| —_ 
If you believe that the defendant was actuated by honeſt and 
laudible motives, that he ſpoke neither the words contained 
in the indictment, nor any words capable of a ſimilar oonſtruc- 
tion; if you believe that what was ſaid about force, 4 lied 
not to a reform in parliament, and that the defendant. JF not 
recommend forcible means to obtain.a reform, you | muſt 
acquit him: but if, on the contrary, you think the words 
proved, in ſubſtance at leaft, and that their application was 
ſuch as is ftated in the indictment, you muſt give a verdict 
— . eh, e 
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tween the crown; and the Lende who is che ce of "this 
proſecution. Ss 

$<hilbreferve' Whatever remarks 1 ball ſubmit to your 
conſideration, ii 1 have repeated to you the evidence which 
has been adduced” to ſupport the charge; and alſo that which 
has hepa drought forward by the defendant. RE 


PU. 25 his lordſhip recapitulated the whole 8 e . 
ence 5 n n ＋ 


This, pentemen, i in the whole of the Scenic Nu. are, 
place, to eonſider, whether the words contained 


next place, whether they were ſpoken” with the intention 
there charged: that is, Whether they had reference to the 
ſubjects contained in the indictment, or to thoſe which have 
been-urged in the defence and This is a very important c con- 
fideration. EDTOW een 

In the felt place, with reſpect to Cor jca, the words i in the 
indictment are, that his majefty and his miniſters are well 
convinced, that annual. parliaments and univerſal ſuffrage are 


moſt. conducive to the happineſs of the people, and have 


granted i it to Cor ſica, though he has withheld that right from 
is natural ſubjects. Gentlemen, the words of the firſt wit- 
neſs, Joſeph Maſon Gueſt, are, that his majeſty was aware 
that ſuch were moſt condueive to the happineſs of his people. 
The grammatical ſignification of theſe ſentences, are not the 
ſame ; and you; gemlemen, muſt conſider what meaning they 
will bear,” aud Exercile your judgment thereon, I 
Y utton, 


= 
Sutton; the other witneſs, ſays the words were, his majeſty 
was aware that it was not incemſſſtant with the happineſs of 
his people—this is ſtill wider from the indictment, and is dif- 
' ferent from the evidence of Gueſt, On the other hand, the 
witneſſes called by the defendant, deny that this was ſaid of 
his majeſty ; but that he (John Binns) was convinced, and 
| fo forth. You, gentlemen, are to decide what degree of 
credit is to be given to theſe witneſſes reſpectively; and on 
the whole, to determine whether this charge is ſubſtantiated, 
You have been told, by the counſel for the proſecution, that 
theſe variations do not materially affect the ſenſe ; but on this 
you are to exerciſe your judgment; and thereby form your 
determination. „ | „ rooms; 
In the next place, with reſpect to the third count; the words in 
the indictment are, ( our object is to obtain it byevery peace- 
able means in our power, for it would be ſhocking to humanity 
to ſhed the blood of our fellow-creatures ; but if they continue 
obſtinate, and there ſhould be a time when force is neceſſary to 
be uſed, I hope there is not a citizen in the room but would 
ſhed his laſt drop of blood, either in the freld or on the 
ſcaffold,” Theſe words, or words of the ſame import, were 
poſitively ſworn to by Joſeph Maſon Gueſt : but the other 
witneſs, Benjamin Sutton, does not ſwear to this; on the 
contrary, he ſays, he undetſtood Mr. Binns, their object, 
namely, a reform in parliament; was to be brought about by 
legal and peaceable means. All the witneſſes for the defen- 
dant agree; that the latter part of theſe words were ſpoken, 
namely, © that if there ſhould be a time when force was ne- 
ceſſary to be uſed, I hope there is not a citizen in the room,” 
and ſo forth. Theſe words, or words of exactly the ſame 
import; are admitted to have been ſpoken by the defendant's 
own witneſſes ; but they deny that theſe words referred to 
the obtaining a reform in parliament; and they explain it 
thus—that if there ſhould come a time when miniſters, or 
overnment, ſhould be daring enough to endeavor to wreſt 
rom us the right of trial by jury and the liberty of the preſs, 
and force ſhould be neceflary to be ufed for the preſervation 
of thoſe rights, that in ſuch caſe he hoped there was not a 
citizen, &c. &. | 1 | 
| Gentlemen, you are here to conſider what degree of credit 
is due to one witneſs only (Gueſt) in oppoſition to ſix pro- 
duced by the defendant ; this, gentlemen, is the moſt important 
point for your conſideration, he on this depends the merits — 


* 


the caſe: if you think: Mr. Bitms-only-recommendedforce in 
caſe of a-deprivation of the trial: by jury and the liberty of the 
preſs, you will acquit him, for it is poffible that caſes: may 
ariſe in which reſiſtance would not only be lawful but com- 
mendable, but if you think he recommended forcible: means 
for the purpoſe of obtaining. a reform in parliament, you muſk 
convict him; for that would be highly criminal, and as in- 
flammable language as could be made uſe of to come within 
the crime of ſedition: and this:. you: will do, though the 
words proved be not literally the ſame as thoſe in the indict- 
ment, provided you think they had a ſeditious tendency, and 
were ſpoken by Mr. Binns with the intentions laid in the © 

- Indiekment.. | „„ Ie oi 
_, Gentlemen, the fourth count relates to the ſoldiery. The 
words in the indictment are“ if the ſoldiers were called 
upon to act againſt you, like the national guards, who were 
called upon to fire on the people in the outſet of the revo- 
Jution in France, they would not dare to draw the trigger or 
Puſh the bayonet againſt the preſervers of their freedom and 

their liberty.” Now, gentlemen, theſe words are poſitively 

ſworn to by the firſt witneſs (Gueſt) with the trifling va- 

\riation of onſet for outſet. A great deal has been unneceſ- 
ſarily ſaid about. theſe words—on. the part of the crown to 
perſuade you. that they are nearly ſynonimous; and on the 

part of the defendant. to prove that they mean very different 
things. Gentlemen, you need not give yourſelves any trouble 
on this point, for though the variation might ſeem to 2 
trivial, and ſufficient to confirm the teſtimony of the witneſs, 
and indeed, in this place, onſet might be very well ſubſtitut- 

_ ed-for outſet, without materially altering the ſenſe: yet, in 
this caſe, this is not the paint—the queſtion is not, whether 
the words were ſpoken, for this is admitted by ſome of the Wwit- 
neſſes for the defendant, but the queſtion is, What applica- 
tion had they.?.,Did. they refer to a time when the people 

might be contending for the right of trial by Jury, and for 
the liberty of the preſs, or riſing in an illegal and rebellious 
manner, to enforce a parliamentary reform? for, as I have 

already told you, gentlemen, it would not only be. commend- 
: able, but the bounden duty of every man to take arms, and re- 
A the attempts of the executive power, if it ſlrive to ꝛurgſi 
From the people the liberty of the e trial by jury : To 
it would be highly criminal and rebellious to attempt a re- 
form in parliament by forcible means, or to recommend "ble 
S 8 : cible 
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eible meaſures us u means to obtain it: —ſo that the queſtion 


here is the ſame as in the third count, namely, in what ca 


force was recommended as juſtifiable to be employed. 


Now, to determine this queſtion, it will be negeſſary 
to attend very minutely to the evidence. M., Gueſt ſays, 


peaceable means were to be employed to gain their ends, but 


if theſe failed, and their opponents continded obſtinate, force 


was to be uſed; and being aſked what their ends were? he 
ſaid, univerſal ſuffrage and annual parliaments. You have 
been told that the word opponents, might not mean his ma- 
- . jeſty and his miniſters. You will exerciſe your judgment on 
this. Mr, Gueſt admits, in his croſs examination, that the 
parts of the ſpeech were detached parts; and that they might 
have been ſpoken in a different order from what, ke has. given 
them in evidence. The evidence of the other witneſs, Mr. 
Sutton, is not material; he does not ſwear poſitively ta what 


was ſaid about the ſoldiery, or force; but ſays the defendant 


recommended peaceable meaſures. 


The witneſſes for the defendant all uniformly agree in 
ſaying, that the words were not uſed as applicable to a parlia- 
mentary reform; and that Mr. Binns recommended no other 
than peaceable means to obtain this end. It appears, like- 
wiſe, from theſe witneſſes, that the ſubject of reform was 


more particularly treated of in the beginning of his ſpeech,” 


and the trial by jury, and the liberty of the preſs, at or near 
the end. It alſo appears, that the time in which he talked 
about force, and the ſoldiery, was near the concluſion, if you 
believe theſe witneſſes. I have nothing particular to remark 
as to the credibility of the witneſſes; there is, indeed, a re- 
markable coincidence in the evidence for the defendant, 
which the counſel for the crown has told you can only be the 
conſequence of previous inſtruction. You have alſo been told 
that the witnoſs for the cexawik'is/perjafed. On all theſe points 


you are to decide according to the beft-of your judgment. 
| J 


Gentlemen, you have now the whole of the evidence. 
I ſhall not detain you any longer. You have two queſtions 


only to conſider, firſt, whether the defendant ſaid that he himſelf, 
or that his majeſty was well convinced that annual parliaments 


and univerſal on were moſt conducive to the happineſs of 


the people, and ſo forth: and, ſecondly, whether force was 


recommended as a means of obtaining a parliamentary reform 


It 


SS 


a oO” POR Ee ? 
_ : S 
* 


„ 


If you PET opinion that it was, or that the defendant dats 
uh aforeſaid words concerning his *. you muſt convict 
him; but if not, you muſt give a verdict according: 


Gentlemen, I recommend to you to retire from court, and 
3, take time for deliberation z and when you are agreed, you may 
. brin your verdict to my n where I hall be ready to 
1 ect ve it. ; | 


5 — 
34 , 
133 The court was adjourned at eight o clock (having ſat twelve 


„„ mes the jury having withdrawn to the grand jury room to 

| | er their verdict, his lordſhip retired to his chambers, 
-where he was followed in about three my by the } jury, who 
TO a general verdict of 


PA. . NOT GUILTY, OO 


eee, 
}{17/26 
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